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There are many faith milestone rituals that have been canceled or postponed in the past few 
months with no plans in sight to celebrate them. When we cannot gather face-to-face in our 
faith communities, we can feel empty and sad that important milestones along our faith 
journeys are being missed. Confirmation, first communion, graduations, and other rituals 
we embrace in our faith communities are examples. What are we to do? Perhaps for some, 
they will be rescheduled in the future but then will most likely have a different look and feel. 
I believe this is a pivotal time in our history when we can embrace the home as a place 
where we actively practice rituals and traditions that reflect our faith lives. Nurturing those 
milestones normally celebrated in community and cultivating them in the home can fulfill a 
need. Recognizing these events in the lives of our loved ones is important.  
 
I believe at this time in our lives we need to look upon not what we cannot do but what we 
can do. We cannot meet inside the church building at this time because of the stay at home 
policies set during Covid-19. But we can meet in our homes. Taking this into consideration 
gives me pause to reflect on Deuteronomy 6:4-9: 
 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you 
today in your heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when 
you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an 
emblem on your forehead, and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

 
What does “talk about them when you are at home” look like for us today during the Covid-19 
pandemic? I believe it is a prime time to celebrate milestones in our home and recognize 
God in the moment. There may be some done by families in the home and others online 
from our homes with family and friends. Graduation, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, birthdays, 
end of school year, retirement, and learning the Lord’s prayer are examples of ritual 
milestones.  
 
Milestones Ministry (www.MilestonesMinistry.org) has designed and written milestones 
for all ages. Each one has an outline and discussion guide to be used in the home that 
includes thoughtful and caring conversations, a scripture reading, prayer, and a blessing. Is 
there a milestone ritual you and your loved ones are thirsting to uplift and celebrate at this 
time? I invite you to be creative, embrace your home as a place to honor the ritual, and find 
the joy of God’s presence in your lives as you discover that where Christ is present in faith, 
the home is church too! 


