“Joy to the World, the Lord is come.” - Isaac Watts
"Make a joyful noise to the Beloved
all the earth;
break forth into grateful song
and sing praises!
Yes, sing songs of praise extolling
Love’s way;
lift up your hearts with
gratitude and joy!”
- Psalm 98 (translation, Nan C. Merrill)
“As we discover more joy, we can face suffering in a way that ennobles rather than
embitters. We have hardship without becoming hard. We have heartbreak without being
broken.” - Desmond Tutu
Series synopsis:
“Joy to the World,” a beloved Christmas classic, turns 300 this year. Hymn poet
Isaac Watt’s interpretation of Psalm 98 invites us to sing a “new song”–and it is a
powerful cosmic performance of all creation being renewed and freed. Rather
than “joy” being yet another word for “happiness,” we will discover that the
depths of joy can be found especially in the midst of suffering, the work of
justice, and the presence of compassion–all part of the coming of Jesus to this
world and a message the world still so desperately needs.
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Elusive Joy: A Blue Christmas or Longest Night Service
Weeping may linger for the night,
but joy comes with the morning [mourning].
- Psalm 30
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to
her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn. - Luke 2: 1-7
…standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple
whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your son.”
Then he said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the disciple took
her into his own home. - John 19: 25b-27
Synopsis: The holidays can be a difficult time for those who are dealing with loss of
some kind. And certainly a worship series about joy can seem, at first glance, especially
difficult to withstand. Joy might indeed be elusive. But the phrase from the Psalmist, “joy
comes in the morning” could also be “joy comes in the mourning.” Joy is not about
denying suffering, but rather it is the embracing of the depths of all of life’s emotions that
is the very thing that allows us to feel the heights as well. Joy is possible when we
understand suffering, It is the school of compassion and love. This service will allow for
sacred grief and for a sparking of the flames of hope and gratitude.
Advent 1
“Prepare Him Room: Hopeful Joy”
God will judge between the nations,
and settle disputes of mighty nations.
Then they will beat their swords into iron plows
and their spears into pruning tools.
Nation will not take up sword against nation;
they will no longer learn how to make war.
Come, house of Jacob,
let’s walk by the Lord’s light. - Isaiah 2: 1-5 (CEB)
O sing to the Beloved a new song,
for Love has done marvelous
things!
By the strength of your Indwelling
Presence,
we, too, are called to do
great things;
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we are set free through Love’s
forgiveness and truth.
Yes, your steadfast Love and faithfulness
are ever-present gifts
in our lives.
All the ends of the earth have seen
the glory of Love’s Eternal Flame.
- Psalm 98 (translation, Nan C. Merrill)
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far
gone, the day is near. - Romans 13:11-14
Synopsis: The season of Advent is a time of anticipation. In the momentous
conversation between Archbishop Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama that resulted in
the publication of the Book of Joy, one of the “pillars” of joy they identified was
“perspective.” Opening ourselves to a different perspective can bring a sense of hope in
the midst of despair–allowing joy to creep in no matter what. Opening to the
perspectives of others can shift our fear to compassion, turning swords into plows.
Salvation is near, says the scripture, when we wake up, when we prepare room in our
lives for new Light, new insight, new hope to enter.
Advent 2
“Repeat the Sounding Joy: Loving Joy”
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the
lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. - Isaiah 11: 1-10
Make a joyful noise to the Beloved
all the earth;
break forth into grateful song
and sing praises!
Yes, sing songs of praise extolling
Love’s way;
lift up your hearts with
gratitude and joy!
- Psalm 98 (translation, Nan C. Merrill)
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near. This is the one of whom the prophet
Isaiah spoke when he said, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’" - Matthew 3: 1-12
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Synopsis: Research shows that our very state of being can be transformed by music
that resonates in our soul so powerfully that we can’t help but join in. This is the vision
of “Joy to the World” as the reverberating phrase urges us to “repeat the sounding joy”
of the good news of Love. The prophet Isaiah offers a vision of radical love–the wolf and
the lamb living together and being led by an innocent child. Can we lift our voices to
joyfully and confidently proclaim this chorus of well-being for the world? This week we
join creation and congregation in praising and thanking God [through our choral cantata,
Dawn of Joy.]

Advent 3
“Make the Blessings Known: Unabashed Joy”
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like
the crocus, it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the
glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm
the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be strong, do not fear! Here
is your God… - Isaiah 35: 1-10
Let the voices of all people blend
in harmony,
in unison let the people
magnify the Beloved!
- Psalm 98 (translation, Nan C. Merrill)
"My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked
with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call
me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. Luke 1: 46b-55
Synopsis: Joy doesn’t wait for struggle to be over. Mary “rejoices” in the iconic scripture
passage during her pregnancy, a state of affairs that would have put her in a position of
dishonor among her people. Instead, she sings out powerfully because she knows that
this turn of events will usher in the Presence of justice for the oppressed and freedom
for the captive. As we join in a prophetic chorus of joy together, we are more deeply
bonded as a whole, multiplying and magnifying the exuberance to all.
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Advent 4:
“Make the Nations Prove: Peaceful Joy”
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. - Isaiah 7: 10-16
Let the sea laugh, and all that
fills it;
the world and those who
dwell in it!
Let the waters clap their hands;
let the hills ring out with joy
before the Beloved, who radiates Love
to all the earth.
For Love reigns over the world
with truth and justice
bringing order and balance to
all of Creation.
- Psalm 98 (translation, Nan C. Merrill)
"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,"
which means, "God is with us.” - Matthew 1: 18-25
Synopsis: The name Emmanuel means “God with us.” From both the Hebrew and
Christian narratives, we hear the yearning for this “Emmanuel”–for God to become so
present that God’s peace, truth, love, and justice reign among all the world and bring
balance to what feels out-of-sorts. Our Psalm in this series names the joyful expression
of all creation as the response to the news that the Prince of Peace, Emmanuel, is
coming at long last.
Christmas Eve:
“The Lord is Come: Incarnate Joy”
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they
see the return of the LORD to Zion. - Isaiah 52: 7-10
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let
the field exult, and everything in it. Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy… Psalm 96
…the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
the Messiah, the Lord. - Luke 2: 1-20
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Synopsis: “Joy to the World, the Lord is come!” On this Christmas Eve we celebrate the
world-altering narrative of the inbreaking, indwelling, incarnation of the Holy among us.
Do you remember the feeling you may have had in moments, events or revelations that
changed your life, your outlook, your trajectory forever? The depth of that feeling is what
“deep joy” is about. Not simply happiness, that can be fleeting, but the idea that no
matter what, there is something living within you that can sustain you for the long haul.
God is birthing this within us again and again.
Sunday After Christmas:
“Wonders of His Love: Compassionate Joy”
I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of the LORD,
because of all that the LORD has done for us, and the great favor to the house of Israel
that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his
steadfast love. - Isaiah 63: 7-9
Praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise him in the heights!
Praise him, all his angels;
praise him, all his host!
Praise him, sun and moon;
praise him, all you shining stars!
Praise him, you highest heavens,
and you waters above the heavens!
Let them praise the name of the LORD,
for he commanded and they were created.
- Psalm 148
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
"Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell
you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” - Matthew 2: 13-23
Synopsis: On this last week of our series about joy, we encounter a narrative text about
a fearful and vengeful ruler who has it out for the newborn “King” Jesus and takes it out
on the children of the land. The cruelty of the story is hard to fathom, as is the situation
at the borders of so many refugees around the world today. What’s joy got to do with it?
The Hebrew root for “joy” used 54 times in the Hebrew scriptures–ranan (pronounced
raw-nan’)–means “to shout, to cry out” and to “overcome.” Our shouting for joy trains the
lungs and the courage to shout aloud for the overcoming of injustice. How will we use
our exuberance for the righting of wrongs for the sake of the wonders of God’s love to
come upon the earth?
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Visuals:
(anchor image: nature’s beauty exploding in “song”)
An explosion of nature is the theme visually for this series. All of Heaven and Nature are
singing at the coming of Joy!
Chancel installation - lots of greenery, wreaths as “O” in the word “Joy” - how to make
an advent wreath with a door-hanging-type wreath on its side rather than flat?
See pinterest board “Heaven and Nature Sing”

Threshold moment:
Use the Psalm - theme chorus

Movement meditation
Expansion
Reception
Transformation
Compassion
Do video in Muir Woods
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