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WELCOME TO 

HEARTS ALIVE

In the line of Christian formation resources for children, 

the Hearts Alive curriculum is something brand-new! 

We have listened to the desire of churches to have a 

fully integrated weekly worship experience in which 

children and adults are engaged in exploring the same 

scriptural texts. Each lesson in both the Sunday School 

and Children’s Church curricula is built on one or more 

readings taken from the Revised Common Lectionary 

(RCL), a three-year cycle of Bible readings used by 

churches across denominations and around the world 

to guide weekly worship. By aligning the lessons of 

Hearts Alive to these common readings, families are able 

to have cross-generational discussions related to the 

worship service message, Sunday School, and Children’s 

Church teachings.

While Hearts Alive is a natural fit for churches in 

the liturgical tradition that incorporate regular use 

of the RCL, its appeal is much broader. Hearts Alive 

is evangelical in its interpretation of Scripture and 

contemporary in its teaching style and life application. 

By using a sequential approach to Scripture teaching, 

Hearts Alive seeks to help churches train up young 

disciples in the whole Word of God, emphasizing a high 

view of scriptural authority and a gospel focus. The 

weekly age-specific lessons support and even elevate 

liturgical traditions as well as important observances in 

the church calendar while using clear and contemporary 

teaching techniques to present the Word of God in 

ways that will produce lifelong followers of Christ. 

Hearts Alive is flexible enough to fit any congregation, 

no matter how large or small, of any Christian 

denomination.
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HEARTS ALIVE IS:

  Gospel-centered, emphasizing 
the story of salvation through 
Jesus Christ in every lesson.

  Scriptural, teaching the full 
scope of the Bible over a 3-year 
span following the RCL.

  User-friendly, making it easy for 
teachers and Christian educa-
tors to implement.

   Fun and engaging for children, 
offering age-appropriate story-
telling, crafts, and activities.

  Family-oriented, providing a 
Take-home Page so parents 
and children can apply the les-
son with activities throughout 
the week.   

    Varied, offering both small- 
and large-group moments so 
children stay interested and 
engaged.

   Cost-effective for both small 
and large churches, available 
for quarterly purchase with 
price adjustments for volume.

  Downloadable, in a format that 
is easy to share with a whole 
team of leaders and volunteers.
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What Each Lesson Provides
Each weekly Hearts Alive lesson provides two hours of material for children ranging from Pre-K/

Kindergarten through Grade 6. The curriculum is divided into two categories: Sunday School and 

Children’s Church. These two distinct curricula offer different themes for each week’s lesson so that 

children participating in both programs have fresh, engaging material in each class.   

Sunday School Curriculum:
The Hearts Alive Sunday School curriculum is designed to be used during the Sunday School or 

Bible study hour of a church’s weekly worship time. It is divided into three separate age groups and 

perfect for use in classroom-sized group settings. The age divisions are: Pre-K/Kindergarten, Lower 

Elementary (grades 1–3), and Upper Elementary (grades 4–6).

Children’s Church Curriculum: 
The Hearts Alive Children’s Church curriculum offers a weekly church experience tailored just for 

young followers of Jesus. It is intended for a larger, age-inclusive setting for children from pre-K 

through grade 5 (ages 4 through 11) designed to help them learn the basics of an adult worship 

service, including Welcome, Worship, Scripture Reading, Lesson, Creed, Prayer, and Offering.  The 

larger group setting encourages children of varying ages to worship together, mirroring the 

generational integration of the church. At the close of each lesson, an age-specific breakout time 

ensures that every child, from the youngest to the oldest, can take part in a follow-up game, 

craft, or activity that will help them apply the week’s lesson to their own lives. Many churches 

hold Children’s Church during the first part of the adult worship service. After Children’s Church 

concludes, there is time to welcome the children into the adult service for the final portion, often 

the celebration of Communion/the Eucharist. 

How To Use The Hearts Alive Curriculum
Hearts Alive follows the 3-year cycle of the RCL. Because liturgical dates vary from year to year, 

specific dates are not assigned to the lessons. Instead, lessons are numbered and an accompanying 

online chart identifies which lesson falls on which calendar date for that specific year. In the 

heading of each lesson, you will find the Lectionary Year, Season, and Week number, plus the 

associated liturgical day (if applicable) and lectionary reading. This information can help you design 

your entire congregation’s weekly worship experience around shared themes all year, providing a 

fresh unity to your congregation’s spiritual focus and growth.

The first page of each Sunday School and Children’s Church lesson includes Lesson Title, Key 

Scripture, Big Idea, Memory Verse, and Lesson Overview. The Big Idea summarizes in one or two 

sentences the main point you want the children to learn from that day’s lesson. The Lesson Overview 

provides a more in-depth explanation of the key points of the lesson.
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Next, there is a Lesson Outline chart to help you stay organized. It tells you what happens when. 

On this chart, you’ll find each lesson component along with a time estimate for how long it will 

take, a list of the supplies you will need, and a list of the things you’ll need to prepare before class 

for that activity.

A unique Bible Background study is provided for each lesson to help you prepare your heart and 

mind as a leader or volunteer before class. It aims to provide a thorough understanding of the 

biblical setting of the day’s passage along with any helpful information to help you field questions 

the children may have about the lesson. (Detailed explanations of each lesson component follow 

below.) 

Anything that needs to be printed and possibly copied for each lesson (the “printables”) are 

included in the download of each lesson. They are designed to be effective using simple black and 

white printing on standard-sized paper.

Finally, each lesson has a Take-home Page designed to be copied and sent home with the child. 

The resource is directed either toward parents (Sunday School) or children (Children’s Church). Either 

way, parents are encouraged to use the resource to talk with their child about the week’s lesson. The 

page also suggests ways to apply scriptural lessons all week through family discussions and activities. 

The Children’s Church Curriculum 
The Hearts Alive Children’s Church curriculum introduces children to an age-appropriate version 

of an adult worship service. Elements include Welcome, Worship, Scripture Reading, Lesson, Creed, 

Prayer, and Offering. By “mirroring” an adult service, children will learn how a service flows and 

understand the components of worship. They will recite a creed, sing worship songs, and hear 

a Scripture-based lesson. They will also discover various ways of serving in the church; with 

supervision, children play the roles of acolytes, readers, and offertory collectors. At the end of 

the worship component, there is a small group breakout segment with a craft, game, or activity 

to give the children a hands-on lesson application experience. Many churches escort children 

from Children’s Church into the remainder of the adult service, just before Eucharist/Communion.  

Or, you may choose to have parents meet children after the adult service finishes. Either way, 

by participating in Children’s Church, your congregation’s young people will be ready to move 

comfortably into the adult service when the time comes. 

Each Children’s Church lesson provides a large group “Lesson and Liturgy,” which takes about 

45–50 minutes, followed by a small group breakout session (divided by age), which takes about 

10–15 minutes. We recommend using one large room for the Lesson and Liturgy so that all ages 

can get used to worshiping and serving together, then moving to smaller rooms for the small group 

breakouts. If your church does not have a large group space, you can hold Children’s Church services 

in individual rooms for each age group. If you prefer to do everything in one large space, small 
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group breakouts may be held in different sections of the room. Either way, children will be dismissed 

from the small group breakout section either to be led into church or to meet their parents after the 

service. 

Elements of the Lesson and Liturgy:
 Lesson Introduction – A group activity to start the children thinking about the Big 

Idea and its application.

 We Gather – This part of the lesson will be the same every week. You will designate 

children to participate in that week’s service: readers, acolytes, and offertory 

volunteers. (You may choose children to help lead the songs as well.) Rotate the 

roles each week so every child has a chance to play each role at some point. Then 

you’ll have your Opening Acclamation and Candle Lighting.

 Welcome and Greeting – This engaging activity gets the children interested in the 

upcoming lesson while introducing the Scripture theme and Big Idea.

 Worship – Enjoy this section of the service in whatever way works best for your 

group. Use the recommended songs that fit with the theme or choose others, 

have live accompaniment, use our provided links to online music, or bring in CD 

recordings to sing alongside.

 Word – Since the Word of God is an essential element of worship, children will read 

each week’s Scripture passage aloud. We recommend dividing the passage into a 

few sections for selected children to read.

 Lesson – The Children’s Church lesson makes a departure from a traditional adult 

lesson. These lessons for young ones will be active, with movement and visual 

aids. Any needed printables are provided in the lesson download.

 Discussion – In this section, you can help children process what they learned in 

the lesson by asking key questions. If your group is large, we recommend walking 

around with a microphone so children can answer and be heard, or dividing up 

into groups so that leaders can hold small group discussions of the questions.

 Large Group Closing – Each week’s large group session ends with a Creed, Prayer 

of Confession, Offering, and Extinguishing of the Candles. You may use the 

recommended Creed and Prayer of Confession or choose your own. Encourage 

children to bring in loose change or perhaps a dollar for the offering. Take time 

to explain why the offering is important and how the church uses it. 

 Small Groups and Wrap-Up – After the candles are extinguished, divide children 

by age—Pre-K/Kindergarten, Lower Elementary, and Upper Elementary—for the 
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small group activity. Small group activities can be held in separate rooms or in 

different parts of the large group space. The Wrap-Up is a short closing following 

the small group activity. At this time, hand out the “Walk It All Week” take-home 

page and make sure children take any crafts or activity pages home, too.

 

A Special Note to Leaders
Congratulations on your role in helping to shape young hearts and minds in the Christian faith. 

Children’s Church is a time-honored tradition of inviting the youngest of Christ’s family to get 

to know their Savior, their church family, and their place in the Kingdom of God through weekly 

participation in a child-friendly worship service. We have specifically designed the Hearts Alive 

curriculum to be everything you need to confidently lead an engaging time of worship, learning, 

and fun in the service of Christian formation. Here are a few specifics about the curriculum to help 

you in your role:

• Hearts Alive uses the New International Reader’s Version (NIrV) of The Holy Scriptures. 

While remaining faithful to the original text, this translation is easy for children to read and 

understand. If you choose, you may use a different version in your lessons.

• We have included a unique Bible Background section specifically to help you get familiar 

with the background of the week’s passage of Scripture. We recommend taking some time to 

read, pray through, and digest this information to help you be prepared for questions and good 

discussion. 

• Much of the lesson content is bolded and prefaced by words like “Say:” or “Continue:” These 

sections are designed for you, the leader, to speak aloud.  However, we suggest that you use 

the words as a guide rather than reading directly from the page. The most effective way to 

communicate with children is by making eye contact. Try reading the lesson several times to 

get a good idea of what you want to say and the main points of the Bible teaching. You may 

want to highlight the sections you want to be sure to mention specifically. Put other parts into 

your own words. Have the lesson handy to refer to on paper or electronic tablet as you go. 

• Feel free to adapt the curriculum to meet the needs of your class. If a different approach to 

the lesson works better, go for it! For example, you may choose to swap out drama for a visual 

aid in the lesson or vice versa. Use what is written as a guide to present the beauty and power 

of God’s Word to your group of children in the most effective way possible. 

Jesus said, “Let the children come to me.” What greater calling can there be than to lead 

precious young souls to the heart of God and the joy, peace, and power of living the Christian 

faith? We pray that you will find the Hearts Alive curriculum an exciting and effective way to 

bring the message of salvation to the children of your congregation and your community, even 

as your entire church body unites in the weekly exploration of God’s Word together.

HEARTS 
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Discipleship:  
Peter’s 

COnfessiOn
Matthew 16:13–20

Big Idea: 
Knowing Jesus and recognizing him as 
Christ is personal. When we clearly see 
and understand who Jesus is, we are 
able to hear and understand who we 

are: beloved children of God. 

MemOry Verse:  
“When anyone lives in Christ, the new 

creation has come. The old is gone! The 
new is here! All this is from God.”  

2 Corinthians 5:17–18a

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Year A |  Fall  |  Week 1
 Proper 16, Lectionary 21

LessOn Overview
Peter’s new name and identity are 
rooted in his understanding of 
Jesus as Lord. Just like Peter, all who 
proclaim Jesus as Lord are made 
new. The children will understand 
that the key to the kingdom of God 
is knowing and trusting in Jesus. 
Knowing who Jesus is defines 
who we are. The old, sinful self is 
crucified with Christ. Jesus clothes 
us with a new identity that is made 
possible through his victory over 
death. When we understand Jesus 
Christ’s work for us through his 
life of perfection and his death 
and resurrection, we are able to 
understand who we are in Christ. 
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Week 1 Lesson Outline Activity and Supplies To Prepare 

Worship
(15 minutes)

We Gather
Welcome and Greeting

More Than a Name
• Something or someone that is special to the 

leader—a stuffed animal or picture of a person the 
children do not know 

Songs
• Optional: Music player with Web access
• Visit YouTube and search for “You Are Holy,” 

Cedarmont Kids. https://youtu.be/dw73AtWfDx4
• Visit YouTube and search for “You Are So Good to Me,” 

Third Day. https://youtu.be/9vCNvWvJvnk

Word
• Scripture Reading: Matthew 16:13–20
• Appoint one or more readers to read the passage 

from the Bible. 

• Divide the Scripture passage into short 
sections for selected readers to read 
aloud.

Lesson and 
Discussion 

(20 minutes)

Team Challenge: The Keys to the Kingdom
Printables: Keys (one Key for each child. Print ONLY 
ONE  “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God” and 
ONLY ONE “Jesus is Lord, Savior, Messiah); Crowns (one 
for each child)  

• 3 hula hoops
• 2 paper or soft foam airplanes

• Copy and cut out the printables.
• Before Children’s Church, tape one key 
to the bottom of each chair.
• Punch holes in each crown template 
and string yarn through the holes to 
make necklaces. Alternatively, tape 
crowns onto children’s shirts.

Continue to  
Worship 
(10 minutes)

Creed
Apostle’s Creed (or preferred statement of belief )

Prayer of Confession (or another prayer/confession 
from the prayer book)

Offering and Closing

—Continued on next page

https://youtu.be/dw73AtWfDx4
https://youtu.be/9vCNvWvJvnk
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Week 1 Lesson Outline Activity and Supplies To Prepare 

What It All Means: Small Groups Divided by Age (10 minutes)

Wrap Up
(5 minutes)

Recap, pray, and distribute take-home pages

Pre-K / Kindergarten 
Art: New Creations 

Materials:
• Coffee filters (one for each child)
• Markers
• Spray bottle
• Clothespins (one for each child)
• Empty toilet paper rolls (one for 
each child}
• Green construction paper
• Tape

To Prepare: Cover the toilet paper rolls 
with green construction paper.

Lower Elementary 
Game: Peter and the Church Tag 

Upper Elementary 
Game: Who is Jesus Charades

Materials:
• Bibles
• Pieces of paper
• Pencils
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Bible Background 
for Leader

Worship
We Gather

Prepare for Worship 
Greet the children and assign or ask children to choose a job for 

today’s service (examples include readers, acolytes, offertory, crucifer, 
etc.).

Opening Acclamation 
With enthusiasm and boldness, say: I was glad when they said unto 

me, and children reply with enthusiasm in unison, We will go to the 
house of the Lord!

Candle Lighting 
Acolyte will go up and light the candles on the altar.
The leader and children say:

Leader: What do the candles mean?

Children: The Light of the World!

Leader: Who is the Light of the World?

Children: Jesus! 

Welcome and Greeting
More Than a Name

Bring in a stuffed animal or a picture of a special person in your life 
that the children do not know. Show the animal or picture and ask: 
Who/what is this? (Responses should be very basic and not descriptive; 
i.e., a cat, a woman.) Yes, this is a woman. How did you know that? 
(Describe features that are in picture.) So to you, this is just a woman. 
But to me, this is my very dear friend (sister, mother, aunt, etc.). Tell a 
short story about the person that reveals how special your relationship 
is. Or, if using a stuffed animal, share a story that describes why it is so 
special to you. When finished, emphasize that the reason this person 
is more than just a woman to you is because you know her, she knows 
you, and you have a special relationship with her. Say: In today’s 
Scripture reading, listen closely to identify who already knows the 
true identity of Jesus.

THE LESSON & LITURGY
The popular belief among Jews in Jesus’s 
day was that during the end times, Old Tes-
tament (OT) prophets would reappear. Thus, 
some thought that Jesus was Elijah or a re-
turning ancient prophet. Others thought he 
was the reappearance of John the Baptist, 
who had just been beheaded.

In John 1:42 we meet Simon to whom 
Jesus gives the new name Peter (“rock”). In 
today’s passage Simon Peter declares that 
Jesus is the Messiah. As the first disciple to 
confess Jesus as Lord, Peter’s confession is 
a rock and foundation for others to build 
upon. The church is made up of followers of 
Jesus who make the same confession as Pe-
ter did. Thus, the church is built on the rock 
of Peter’s confession. 

Identity is at the heart of this passage. Je-
sus first asks his disciples who others say he 
is. Their response reveals that many Jewish 
people viewed Jesus’s miracles as significant 
since they identified him as a prophet, yet 
they boxed him into the popular narrative of 
an OT prophet returning for the end times. 
They did not recognize his unique Lordship. 
Jesus then gets personal and asks, “Who do 
you say I am?” Peter accurately proclaims 
him as the Christ, the Son of the Living God. 
In response, Jesus blesses Peter and points 
out that it was God who revealed this to him. 
Peter’s knowledge and understanding of Je-
sus’s identity stems directly from the power 
and revelation of God, and it now forms Pe-
ter’s identity.

Jesus affirms Peter in his claim. Jesus 
isn’t Elijah; he isn’t a resurrected John; he 
isn’t an earthly king; he is the Anointed One 
of God toward whom the entire OT points. 
Jesus gives Peter the “keys to the kingdom of 
heaven,” meaning that he will minister in the 
power of God and lead people into right re-
lationship with Jesus, which leads to heaven. 
Whatever Peter locks or unlocks with these 
keys on earth will likewise be done in heav-
en. This is in contrast to the Pharisees who 
shut and lock people out of God’s kingdom 
through their unbelief (see Matthew 23:13). 
The disciples and the church at large are also 
given the same authority to “bind and loose” 
as they too begin to correctly understand 
who Jesus is (Matthew 18:18).
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Songs
“You are Holy” 
“You are so Good to Me” 

Word 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 16:13–20

Have reader(s) among the children come to the front and read their designated 
portion of the passage. At the end, the final reader says: “The Word of the Lord,” 
and children respond, “Thanks be to God!”

LESSoN AND DISCUSSIoN
Team Challenge: The Keys to the Kingdom

Instruct the children to sit in 
a chair, look/feel underneath the 
chair, and see what they find. Ask: 
Who has the key to the kingdom 
to heaven? If you think you do, 
bring it and come forward. Read 
their keys aloud as they come 
forward and tell them that they 
don’t have the key to the kingdom of heaven, until you are shown the two keys 
that say: “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God” and “Jesus is Lord, Savior, 
Messiah.” Once you receive those, read them aloud and proceed with the game. Say: 
Yes! The key to the kingdom of heaven is in knowing Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of the Living God! You have the key, so you are a part of the kingdom of God. 
You are a son/daughter of the Living God. You are a new creation! Place a crown 
necklace upon the two children who brought the correct keys. 

Say: Now, your mission is to help all of these children (point to everyone who 
has the wrong key) get the right key. Present the following challenge to the group:

• The two people with the keys to the kingdom must start at least ten feet away 
from the group with the wrong keys.

• The people with the keys to the kingdom are given two airplanes and tape. 
Help them tape one key onto each airplane.

• The group with the wrong keys is given two hula hoops. The children take 
turns holding the hula hoops.
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• To receive the key to the kingdom, the child must get the airplane to pass 
through the hula hoop. One child with the airplane tries to throw it through 
the hoop across from them.

• Once the person gets the airplane with the key to the kingdom, they must 
take it to the leader, where the leader will read it aloud and hand the child 
a crown. Then they remain on the side of the people with the crowns, and 
they also have the mission to help get the keys to the kingdom to the people 
with the wrong keys. The game continues in this manner until everyone has 
received a crown. 

Debrief the team. Say: The first people who found the keys to the kingdom 
under their chairs were trying to get the message out to everyone else that 
Jesus is the Messiah. How did that go? Was it easy? Did it work? In real life, 
you will meet or maybe you already have met some people who really don’t 
understand or believe in Jesus. How are you going to help them see that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of the Living God? One of the best ways you can help 
others receive Jesus as Lord is to simply be who you are. Let them see you being 
kind, loving, and helpful. If you believe in Christ, you are a new creation and he 
is making you more like himself. God will use you, and God will work through 
you to bring the truth of who Jesus is to others. 

Discussion
 X Who did some people think Jesus was?

 X Who did Simon Peter say Jesus was? How did Peter know that?

 X Before Simon Peter met Jesus, his name was just Simon. Earlier in his life, 
Jesus had given him the new name, Peter. The name Peter means rock. Why 
do you think Jesus told Peter that he was the rock that he would build his 
church on?

 X Who is Jesus to you? (A good leader from history? A prophet who spoke words 
from God? Or the Son of the Living God who saves you from sin and gives you 
everlasting life? God the Father can reveal to you who Jesus is, just as he did to 
Peter.)
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CoNTINUE To WoRSHIP 
Creed 

(Leader may choose preferred statement of belief.)

The Apostles’ Creed
I BELIEVE in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.   Amen.

Prayer of Confession
(Leader may also choose a prayer/confession from the prayer book.) 

Leader: The Lord be with you.

Children: And also with you.

Leader: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us your Word so that 
we can understand your will and grow close to you. Right now, we ask you to 
forgive us for the things that we have done wrong. We are sorry and are willing 
to change. We also ask you to help us forgive those who have done unkind 
things to us. We forgive them. Thank you, Lord, for loving us so much! We pray 
this in Jesus’s holy name. Amen. 
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Offering
Ask the offertory volunteer to come up. The volunteer walks around with the 

basket, collecting the offering. The child then brings the basket back to the altar 
and bows, then returns to sit down. You may play music or lead a song during the 
offertory.

Closing 
Put Out the Candles

Call the acolyte to come up and extinguish the candles.

Leader: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Children: Thanks be to God. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

What It All Means 
Divide children into age groups for follow-up activities.
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Art: New Creations 
Materials:
•  Coffee filters (one for each child)
•  Markers
•  Spray bottle
•  Clothespins (one for each child)
•  Empty toilet paper rolls (one for each child)
•  Green construction paper
•  Tape

To Prepare: Cover the toilet paper rolls with the green construction paper.

Say: When we believe in Jesus Christ, we are made into a new creation. It’s like a 
caterpillar turning into a butterfly. The old caterpillar is gone. The new creation is the 
butterfly. Give each child a coffee filter. Children use markers to color all over their filter in any 
design they like. When they are finished, spray the filter with water 
and watch the color spread. Pinch the filter in the middle, causing 
the sides to fan out like wings. Clamp the clothespin around this 
center part. The butterflies will need to dry. While they dry, give 
each child a toilet paper roll covered in green construction paper. 
This is their caterpillar. They can color it with markers. Show them 
the example of a completed (and dry) craft. The butterfly fits into 
the caterpillar. Demonstrate how the butterfly comes out of the 
caterpillar and the caterpillar is turned into a new creation. 

What It All Means 

Pre-K / Kindergarten  
Art: New Creations 
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What It All Means 

Lower Elementary  

Game: Peter and the Church Tag 
Choose one person to act as Peter. Have him announce, “Jesus is the Christ!” Then, he tags 

someone. When he tags someone, they say, “Jesus is the Christ!” and they link arms and must stay 
connected the rest of the game. They are the church. The church continues to tag others and the 
tagged people are added to the church after saying, “Jesus is the Christ!” The game is over when 
everyone is a part of the church. At the end of the game, discuss how Peter was the first disciple 
to proclaim the truth about Jesus. The rest of us build on that foundation by confessing Jesus as 
Lord. 

If the room isn’t large enough to play tag, you can turn this into a “Peter and the Church 
Hide-n-Seek” and bring in some boxes, bean bags, or other places children can hide. The rest of 
the game stays the same. Explain to the children that sometimes people hide from God because 
they are ashamed of things they have done. But when they hear about the love and forgiveness 
of Jesus, they can come out into the light and be free!
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What It All Means

Upper Elementary  
Game: Who Is Jesus Charades 

Materials:
•  Bibles
•  Pieces of paper
•  Pencils 

Say: Peter was a disciple of Jesus who proclaimed Jesus as Lord. When Jesus asked him, 
“Who do you say I am?” Peter knew who he was. Let’s explore the Bible together and see 
what else it says about who Jesus is.

Assign each child one of the following Bible verses to look up, read, and write down on a 
piece of paper (if needed, clarify what the verse says about Jesus):

•    John 6:35- “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry.” (Jesus 
satisfies the deepest hunger and needs of our hearts.)

•    John 8:12- “I am the light of the world.” (People, plants, and animals can’t live or grow 
without light. Our souls need the light of Jesus to redeem us from darkness.)

•    John 10:9- “I’m like a gate. Anyone who enters through me will be saved.” (Jesus is the 
door into the Kingdom of Heaven.)

•    John 10:11- “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives his life for the sheep.” (Jesus 
takes care of us and looks out for us like a shepherd does his sheep.)

•    John 14:6- “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” (Jesus is like a road—the only road that leads to Heaven.)

•    Matthew 9:35- “Jesus went through all the towns and villages. He taught in their 
synagogues. He preached the good news of the kingdom. And he healed every illness and 
sickness.” (Jesus heals people.)

•    1 Peter 2:24- “He himself carried our sins in his body on the cross.” (Jesus was crucified on 
the cross for our sins.)

•    Mark 16:6- “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. But he has risen!” 
(Jesus is alive again!)

Then, fold all the verses and put them in a basket or bowl. One child picks a verse and acts it 
out without using words. The rest of the group guesses who Jesus is (they don’t have to say the 
exact verse). The person who correctly guesses is the next actor/actress to take a turn. 
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Wrap Up
Children line up to meet their parents. Say: What is the key to 

the kingdom of heaven? (It is knowing and trusting that Jesus 
is Lord.) Who does Jesus say you are? (I am a child of God.) 
Children line up to meet their parents. Hand them a “Walk It All 
Week” take-home page and lead them into church.
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Jesus is a good leader from history.

Jesus was just a healer who did good 
things for people.

Jesus is a prophet.

Jesus is a nice person.

Jesus is John the Baptist.
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Jesus is Lord, Savior, Messiah.

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.

Jesus is Elijah.

Jesus is Jeremiah.
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Print and cut the keys out and tape one key to 
the bottom of each chair before children’s church 
begins. There can be multiple copies of all of the 
keys except for “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God” and “Jesus is Lord, Savior, Messiah”. 
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Print crowns (one per child). Cut them out, punch holes 
in them, and string yarn through the holes to make 
necklaces. If limited by time, taping the crown onto the 
children’s shirts can be used as a substitution.



Take a nature walk together. Look for 
transformations in nature. Observe colors. 
Do you notice anything that used to have 
one form or color and has changed into a 

new form or color? Collect anything that is 
beautiful to you. Reflect on God’s creation that 

is evident in nature. Consider that you are his 
creation, too, and he has done a work in you. Think 

prayerfully about your transformation from old to 
new. Ponder God’s power to change things and make 

them completely new.

Discipleship:  
Peter’s Confession
}}} Scripture: Matthew 16:13–20
}}} Big Idea: Knowing Jesus and 

recognizing him as Christ is personal. 
When we clearly see and understand 
who Jesus is, we are able to hear and 
understand who we are: beloved 
children of God. 
}}}Memory Verse: 

“When anyone lives in Christ, the 
new creation has come. The old is 
gone! The new is here! All this is from 
God.” 2 Corinthians 5:17–18a

Table

Remember
Peter proclaimed Jesus as Lord. Just like Peter, all who proclaim Jesus 

as Lord are made new. 
Knowing who Jesus is defines who we are. The old, sinful self is 

crucified with Christ. This is a work that God has done in us. God’s 
work enables us to now reach out in his power to lead others into this 
same right relationship with Jesus. 

Memory Verse Activity
Play verbal tennis with the memory verse. Adults say one word or 

phrase from the verse. Kids say the next. Continue going back and 
forth until you say the whole verse from memory. 

   Who is Jesus to you? Share a time when 
he worked in your life.

   Talk about names. Do names matter? Do 
you like your name? Does anyone ever 
call you a loving nickname? Has anyone 
ever called you the wrong name? How do 
you think Jesus feels when people use 
his name as a curse word? How should we 
use Jesus’s name?

WEEK 1 

Walk It All Week

Action

TA
LK
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LessOn Overview
Today’s lesson is about becoming 
a disciple (follower of Jesus). Last 
week the children learned who 
Jesus is—the Messiah, the Son 
of the Living God. Today’s lesson 
reinforces the need to put our trust 
in Jesus personally for our salvation. 
But making Jesus our Savior also 
means making him our Lord. To 
do this, we become his followers, 
willing to reject the things that 
are displeasing to him and pursue 
his plans and desires for us. This 
is picking up our crosses and the 
secret to fruitful, joyous lives. 

Big Idea: 
Once we know who Jesus is, the next 
step is to trust in him and become his 
disciple. We do this by rejecting the 

things that displease God and pursuing 
the plans he has for us. 

MemOry Verse: 
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must 
say no to themselves. They must pick up 

their cross and follow me.”  
Matthew 16:24

Discipleship: 
Take Up YOur 

CrOss
Matthew 16:21–28

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Year A |  Fall  |  Week 2
Proper 17, Lectionary 22
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Week 2 Lesson Outline Activity and Supplies To Prepare 

Worship
(15 minutes)

We Gather
Welcome and Greeting

Seeing Things Differently 
• A pair of funny glasses for the leader to wear

Songs
• Optional: Music player with Web access
• Visit YouTube and search for “I Have Decided to 

Follow Jesus,” Cave Quest VBS. https://youtu.be/
sEL0WpeH088

• Visit YouTube and search for “I Will Follow,” Chris 
Tomlin. https://youtu.be/g02mOpdNDtY

Word
Scripture Reading: Matthew 16:21–28
Appoint one or more readers to read the passage from 

the Bible. 

• Divide the Scripture passage into short 
sections for selected readers to read 
aloud.

Lesson and 
Discussion 

(20 minutes)

Seeing and Following
• A pair of funny glasses for each child—party stores 

sell these in bulk

Popcorn Praise Memory Verse Activity

Continue to  
Worship 
(10 minutes)

Creed
Apostle’s Creed (or preferred statement of belief )

Prayer of Confession (or another prayer/confession 
from the prayer book)

Offering and Closing

What It All Means: Small Groups Divided by Age (10 minutes)

Wrap Up
(5 minutes)

Recap, pray, and distribute take-home pages

Pre-K / Kindergarten 
Game: Jesus Says

Lower Elementary 
Game: Yes or No

Printables: YES sign; NO sign

To Prepare: Copy the printables.

Upper Elementary 
Game: Trade or No Trade

Printables: Trade or No Trade (one 
item for each child. If there are more 
than 12 children, make multiple cop-
ies. Note: Have available ONLY ONE 
copy of “One Million Dollars”)

Materials:
• Opaque bag

To Prepare: Copy and cut out the printables. 
Fold the papers in half and store them in the 
opaque bag.
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THE LESSON & LITURGY
Bible Background 
for Leader
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Worship
We Gather

Prepare for Worship 
Greet the children and assign or ask children to choose a job for 

today’s service (examples include readers, acolytes, offertory, crucifer, 
etc.).

Opening Acclamation 
With enthusiasm and boldness, say: I was glad when they said 

unto me, and children reply with enthusiasm in unison, We will go to 
the house of the Lord!

Candle Lighting 
Acolyte will go up and light the candles on the altar.
The leader and children say:

Leader: What do the candles mean?

Children: The Light of the World!

Leader: Who is the Light of the World?

Children: Jesus! 

Welcome and Greeting
Seeing Things Differently

Put on a funny pair of glasses, and turn to face the children. Say: 
What do you think of my glasses? What do glasses do? (Let children 
answer.) That’s right—they help us see! Explain that today’s lesson is 
going to be about helping us see things in a different way. Say: Just 
after worship, listen carefully to our Bible reading to recognize 
who needs to see things differently.

 
Songs
“I Have Decided to Follow Jesus” 
 "I Will Follow" 

Jesus had been preparing his followers for 
what was to come. In today’s passage, he ex-
plains that he will have to suffer at the hands 
of the civil and religious leaders and be put 
to death. Yet he will be raised to life again 
on the third day. Peter, with a well-meaning 
heart, exclaims, “God forbid it, Lord!” Peter 
doesn’t want to see his friend and Lord suf-
fer. Jesus reprimands Peter, going so far as to 
call him Satan, explaining, “You do not have 
in mind the things God cares about. Instead, 
you only have in mind the things humans 
care about” (Matthew 16:23). In other words, 
Peter is looking at the world through human 
eyes and not God’s eyes. Peter is also giving 
voice to Satan’s wishes—to prevent Jesus 
from going to the cross. Satan’s desire was to 
thwart God’s plan of salvation, which was to 
offer his own Son to pay for the sins of the 
world and secure eternal salvation for all 
who put their trust in him. 

The thrust of the passage is disciple-
ship. It is to put the desires and plans of God 
above our own desires. It is to see the world 
as God sees it and, in response, to lay aside 
our own desires in order to put first the pri-
orities of God’s kingdom. This is the cross we 
are to pick up as we follow Jesus. Jesus rein-
forces the discipleship lesson by asking the 
ultimate question, “What good is it if some-
one gains the whole world but loses their 
soul?” (Matthew 16:26). Following Jesus as a 
disciple means honoring him as the Lord of 
our lives. 

Jesus concludes this teaching with a 
mysterious twist. He says that some of those 
standing with him would not die before 
they saw him coming in his kingdom. Most 
scholars believe this is a reference to the 
resurrection. Some of the disciples listening 
to him would indeed be eyewitnesses to his 
resurrection. They would see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom! The resurrection 
proclaims that everything has changed—Je-
sus’s kingdom rule has begun. 
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Word 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 16:21–28

Have reader(s) among the children come to the front and read their designated 
portion of the passage. At the end the final reader says: The Word of the Lord, and 
children respond Thanks be to God!

Lesson and Discussion
Seeing and Following 

Pass out funny glasses to each of the children. Have them put them on. Ask: 
How do things look different with your glasses on? Let some of the children 
answer. They may say things look the same; that is fine. Say: Now we are going 
to see if we can follow someone else’s motions. (The leader and one child or 
another adult do this challenge first as an example.) Then, pair the children up and 
have them face their partner. One child will go first as the leader while the other 
child tries to mirror their actions. Instruct the children to go slowly and make their 
actions simple, such a raising an arm, leaning to the right, making a frown. They 
can make gestures with their bodies and their faces, but they must keep facing 
their partner. The other child must try to mirror exactly what the leader does. Next, 
instruct the child who is mirroring to look at the floor while trying to follow the 
other child’s motions. Have children switch roles and play again. 

Collect the glasses and tell children they will get a pair to take home at the end 
of the class. 

 
Discussion

 X Was it easy or difficult to follow your partner’s actions when you were 
looking at them?

 X Was it easy or difficult to follow when you were looking at the floor? Why?

 X In today’s lesson Jesus tells Peter that he was looking at the human way of 
seeing things instead of God’s way. It’s like Peter was looking at the floor. 
Jesus told him to look up at him instead. Jesus was following God’s will, and 
Peter needed to follow God’s will too. 

 X What did Jesus tell his disciples would happen to him?

 X What was Peter’s reaction to what Jesus said?

 X What did Peter need to understand or see differently? 

 X How can we make sure we are looking at the world the way God wants us to? 
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Popcorn Praise Memory Verse Activity
Divide the children into groups of five where they are seated. Instruct them that 

each group will say part of the memory verse in popcorn praise. They will stand up 
when they say it and then sit down quickly. All the children will stand and say the 
reference and then sit again. Divide the groups this way: “Whoever wants / to be 
my disciple / must say no to themselves. / They must pick up their cross /and follow 
me” / (Matthew 16:24). This will create a popcorn effect as each group stands to say 
their portion and then sits again. Do a rehearsal. Then try it at normal speed. Each 
time, speed it up so children are standing and sitting faster and faster. Play this 
several times. 

Continue to Worship
Creed 

(Leader may choose preferred statement of belief.)

The Apostles’ Creed
I BELIEVE in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.   Amen.
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Prayer of Confession
(Leader may also choose a prayer/confession from the prayer book.) 

Leader: The Lord be with you.

Children: And also with you.

Leader: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us your Word so that 
we can understand your will and grow close to you. Right now, we ask you to 
forgive us for the things that we have done wrong. We are sorry and are willing 
to change. We also ask you to help us forgive those who have done unkind 
things to us. We forgive them. Thank you, Lord, for loving us so much! We pray 
this in Jesus’s holy name. Amen. 

Offering
Ask the offertory volunteer to come up. The volunteer walks around with the 

basket, collecting the offering. The child then brings the basket back to the altar 
and bows, then returns to sit down. You may play music or lead a song during the 
offertory.

Closing 
Put Out the Candles

Call the acolyte to come up and extinguish the candles.

Leader: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Children: Thanks be to God. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

What It All Means 
Divide children into age groups for follow-up activities.
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Game: Jesus Says 
Have the children form a circle. Tell them that this game is like “Simon Says,” but instead it 

is called “Jesus Says.” Explain that in today’s lesson we learned that whoever wants to be Jesus’s 
disciple has to follow Jesus. This means listening closely for Jesus’s voice and doing what he tells 
us. In this game we are going to listen carefully. Explain to the children that when you say, “Jesus 
says,” they should do the gesture. When you do not say, “Jesus says,” they should not do the 
gesture. Tell them to be sure to listen closely! Do a trial round. (This is a kinder version of “Simon 
Says” so no one gets out.) For variation, let a few children try leading the game. You can also 
have children close their eyes and listen for the words “Jesus Says.” They can open their eyes to 
do the gesture. 

What It All Means 

Pre-K / Kindergarten  
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Game: Yes or No 
Printables: YES sign; NO sign

To Prepare: Copy the printables. 

Designate one side of the room as the place for YES answers (post the YES sign there). 
Designate the other side of the room as the place for NO answers (post the NO sign there). The 
two sections should be a distance apart so students have to walk to get from one side to the 
other. Explain that in today’s lesson, Jesus taught Peter that following him meant saying yes 
to what God wanted and no to our own desires. This is how we carry our cross. None of us can 
follow Jesus perfectly on our own. But he promises to give us his Holy Spirit to help us. As you 
call out an action, children decide whether to say yes to it or no to it. What would Jesus have 
them do? Instruct them that they can walk quickly, but not run. The faster you go, the more fun 
the game will be—but no running! For variation, have them walk for the first three, skip for the 
second three, hop for the next three, and crawl (or walk sideways) for the last three. 

Actions:
•    Look at someone else’s paper if you don’t know the answer on a test. (No)
•    Pray for a friend who is sick. (Yes)
•    Ignore your mom when she asks you to do something you don’t want to do. (No)
•    Obey your mom when she asks you to do something you don’t want to do. (Yes)
•    Ask a lonely child to play with you. (Yes)
•    Be mean to your sister or brother. (No)
•    Yell and stomp your feet when you are angry. (No)
•    Pray when you are feeling sad. (Yes)
•    Open the door for the elderly. (Yes)
•    Boss around your friend when he comes to play. (No)
•    Clear the table without being asked. (Yes)
•    Tease someone who is different from you. (No)

What It All Means 

Lower Elementary  
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What It All Means 

Upper Elementary  
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Game: Yes or No 
Printables: Trade or No Trade (one item for each child. If there are more than 
12 children, make multiple copies. Note: Have available ONLY ONE copy of “One 
Million Dollars”)
Materials:
•  Opaque bag

To Prepare: Copy and cut out the printables. Fold the papers in half and store them 
in the opaque bag.

Hand to each child one folded paper with an object for trading (prepared earlier). Instruct the 
children to hold them behind their back until you tell them to move. Then ask children to stand 
and open their papers all at once. They have three minutes to go around the room, see what 
everyone else has, and decide if they want to trade. If they do, they switch papers. They may 
trade as many times as they want to until the three minutes are over. Some may not trade at all. 
After three minutes, have them sit back down. 

Discussion
•    Who traded what they had for something else? What did you trade and why? (Let a few 

children share.)
•    Who decided not to trade what they had? Why not? (Let a few children share.)
•    Who got the one million dollars? Did you trade? Why or why not? 
•    In today’s Bible reading Jesus says there is something more important than any of 

these objects, even a million dollars. What is it? (It is our soul.)
•    What is our soul? (It is the part of us that will live forever.)
•    How valuable does Jesus say our souls are? (They are more valuable than anything in the 

entire world!) 
•    Jesus warns that some people will trade their souls to possess something they desire. 

That means they will do things that are against God’s Word, like lie, steal, or cheat to 
get whatever it is. If a possession is more important to us than following Jesus, we 
cannot be his disciples.

•    The good news is that Jesus helps us! Once we put our trust in Jesus as our Savior, we 
are his disciples forever! When we do something wrong, he will call us back to himself 
in love. When we put something else ahead of him, he will let us know in our hearts 
and help us change. Have you put your trust in Jesus as your Savior? Let’s pray right 
now and give you an opportunity to do that. Dear God, I am sorry for my sins and for 
putting other things ahead of you in my life. Please forgive me. Thank you for sending 
your Son Jesus Christ to die for my sins on the cross. I ask you to come into my life and 
be my Savior and my Lord. Thank you for loving me. I want to belong to you forever. In 
Jesus’s name, Amen.
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Wrap Up
Hand children a pair of funny glasses. Instruct them to wait 

until after church to put them on. Remind them that God wants 
us to see things differently—to look at him and follow his ways 
this week. Things and possessions can be good, but they are no 
comparison to Jesus. By following his ways, we are picking up 
our cross and following him. Tell them that their take-home 
sheet has some ideas of how they can pick up their cross at 
home and school this week. Children line up to meet their parents. Hand them a 
“Walk It All Week” take-home page and lead them into church. 
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Lower Elementary
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NO
Lower Elementary
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cell phone

video gaming 
system

tablet

mountain bike

hover board

trampoline

amusement 
park ticket

$500 shopping 
spree

movie ticket

tickets to any 
Broadway 

show

a day with 
your favorite 

celebrity

one million 
dollars

Upper Elementary
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Action
Make a list of ways you can pick up your cross 
this week. Have each person write a few 
ideas on an index card and check them off 
as they complete them this week. Younger 
children can make a visual list with drawings. 
Examples include the following: 
    � Quietly clear the table without being asked. 

    � Make your bed without any help this week.
    � Thank your mom and dad for one thing they do 

for you each day.
    � Tell a sibling how much you love them twice this 

week. 
    � Play with a child at school who seems lonely.

Remember
We become disciples of Jesus when we put our trust in him as our 

Savior and Lord. Being his disciple means saying no to things we 
desire that are displeasing to him and yes to his plans and direction 
for our life. This is how we pick up our cross and follow him. 

Memory Verse Activity 
Divide the verse up among your family so each member has a part. 

Have each person say their part, in turn, getting faster and faster. 
Don’t forget the reference! Then, try it in a whisper and then a shout. 

Discipleship:  
Take Up Your Cross
}}} Scripture: Matthew 16:21–28
}}} Big Idea: Once we know who Jesus 

is, the next step is to trust in him and 
become his disciple. We do this by 
rejecting the things that displease 
God and pursuing the plans God has 
for us. 
}}}Memory Verse: “Whoever wants 

to be my disciple must say no to 
themselves. They must pick up their 
cross and follow me.” Matthew 16:24

WEEK 2 

Walk It All Week

Table TA
LK

   Talk about a time in your life when you 
had to say no to something you wanted 
in order to follow Jesus. Was it difficult? 
Why or why not? What was the outcome? 
When did you say yes to something you 
felt Jesus wanted you to do, even though 
it was hard? What was the result?

HEARTS 
ALIVE
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Big Idea: 
 Jesus taught us we ought to work out 
conflicts in a godly way—approaching 

those who have hurt us directly and 
extending love and grace as Jesus 

extends to us.

MemOry Verse: 
“If your brother or sister sins against you, 

go to them.” Matthew 18:15a

LessOn Overview
Today’s passage addresses the 
Christian discipline we’re called to 
have when dealing with sin. Jesus 
knows we are sinners. When we 
are offended or hurt, we tend to 
gossip about or withdraw from 
the person who hurt us. Jesus 
teaches a different way. In this 
passage, he lays out a road map 
of action we should take when 
people sin against us. The first 
step is a discreet, one-on-one 
approach. If this approach fails, we 
are to include additional people/
witnesses, and finally turn to the 
church body. Emphasis is placed on 
striving for resolution, not winning 
an argument. Help the children 
learn that to follow Jesus’s process, 
they must play an active role, using 
their own problem-solving skills. 
They need to remember to “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” Knowing 
Jesus extends his love and grace 
to us, who are we to withhold our 
love and grace from others? When 
we follow Jesus’s ways, he is with us 
during the process.
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COmmunity SermOn: 
If AnOther 

Member Sins 
Against YOu

Matthew 18:15–20

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Year A |  Fall  |  Week 3
Proper 18, Lectionary 23
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Week 3 Lesson Outline Activity and Supplies To Prepare 

Worship
(15 minutes)

We Gather
Welcome and Greeting

Dealing with Sin

Songs
• Optional: Music player with Web access
• Visit YouTube and search for “You Forgive Me," Maker 

Fun Factory.  https://youtu.be/LO-2fm7IKcU
• Visit YouTube and search for “Forgiveness,” Matthew 

West. https://youtu.be/IPZxnsF747w

Word
Scripture Reading: Matthew 18:15–20
Appoint one or more readers to read the passage from 

the Bible. 

• Divide the Scripture passage into short 
sections for selected readers to read 
aloud.

Lesson and 
Discussion 

(20 minutes)

Forgiveness
Resolution Skit Activity

Printables: Resolution Scenarios

• Paper bag

• Copy and cut apart the Resolution 
Scenario printable. 
• Fold the individual scenarios and put 
them in a paper bag.

Continue to  
Worship 
(10 minutes)

Creed
Apostle’s Creed (or preferred statement of belief )

Prayer of Confession (or another prayer/confession 
from the prayer book)

Offering and Closing

What It All Means: Small Groups Divided by Age (10 minutes)

Wrap Up
(5 minutes)

Recap, pray, and distribute take-home pages

Upper Elementary 
Art: Bookmarks

Activity: Detective Work

Materials:
• Colored card stock
• Markers
• Paper
• Pencils

To Prepare: Cut the card stock into approxi-
mately 1½ -in. x 6-in. bookmarks 

Pre-K / Kindergarten 
Art: Two or More

Materials:
• Smocks or old T-shirts to protect 
clothing
• Small paper plates
• Washable finger paints
• Paper 
• Wet wipes or sink with soap for 
hand washing

Lower Elementary 
Activity: Memory Verse Relay

Game: Obstacle Course of Sin

Printables: Memory Verse (two cop-
ies); Obstacle Course signs

Materials:
• Buckets or baskets
• Wide masking tape
• Objects for obstacle course such as 
chair, bucket, hula hoop

To Prepare: Copy the printables and cut 
apart, as needed. See Lower Elementary 
Activity page for obstacle course set-up 
details.

https://youtu.be/LO-2fm7IKcU
https://youtu.be/IPZxnsF747w
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THE LESSON & LITURGY
Bible Background 
for Leader
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Worship
We Gather

Prepare for Worship 
Greet the children and assign or ask children to choose a job for 

today’s service (examples include readers, acolytes, offertory, crucifer, 
etc.).

Opening Acclamation 
With enthusiasm and boldness, say: I was glad when they said unto 

me, and children reply with enthusiasm in unison, We will go to the 
house of the Lord!

Candle Lighting 
Acolyte will go up and light the candles on the altar.
The leader and children say:

Leader: What do the candles mean?

Children: The Light of the World!

Leader: Who is the Light of the World?

Children: Jesus! 

Welcome and Greeting
Dealing with Sin

Say: Good morning, boys and girls! Today we are going to talk 
about how Jesus wants us to handle things when another person 
hurts or bothers you or someone else. Let me ask you—How does it 
feel when someone does something mean to you? When someone 
is unkind to one of your friends? Why do you think it’s important to 
learn how to handle those situations the right way? (Give children 
time to answer, possibly walking around with a microphone if your 
group is large.) Great responses everyone! The good news is that 
Jesus gives us a perfect model to follow. You know what’s even 
better? Jesus promises to be with us when we have to handle these 
challenging situations. We will learn Jesus’s way a little later, but 
first, let’s begin with some amazing worship music.

THE LESSON & LITURGY
Gospel writer Matthew had the mission to 
spread the good news of Jesus as the Mes-
siah. Since his primary audience was Jews, 
Matthew included themes and vocabulary 
familiar to the Jews to convincingly convey 
his message. He emphasized Jesus’s place 
in the Jewish lineage, being from the tribe 
of Judah and the line of David. He also drew 
comparisons between the Old and New Testa-
ments, revealing how Jesus’s life, death, and 
resurrection fulfilled prophecies about the 
Messiah made thousands of years earlier.

In this week’s passage, Matthew records 
Jesus quoting the Old Testament: “Every mat-
ter must be proved by the words of two or 
three witnesses” (Deuteronomy 19:15). Mat-
thew knows the Jews are very familiar with 
the tenets of Old Testament Law. Matthew is 
demonstrating that Jesus is upholding the 
Law even while emphasizing the importance 
of a new law written on the heart. 

There are three main components of to-
day’s passage. First, Jesus points to the real-
ity of sin being present in our relationships 
between individuals and even within the 
church. Second, Jesus lays out a step-by-step 
process for dealing with conflict, beginning 
on an individual level and then, if resolution 
fails to occur, turning to a group or church-
level resolution. Finally, the passage reminds 
us of God’s presence with us in the resolution 
process. Jesus promises his presence and even 
answered prayer, as his followers agree. 

Bible Background 
for Leader
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Songs
"You Forgive Me"
"Forgiveness"

Word 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 18:15–20

Have reader(s) among the children come to the front and read their designated 
portion of the passage. At the end, the final reader says: The Word of the Lord, and 
children respond, Thanks be to God!

Lesson and Discussion
Forgiveness

Say: Today’s passage reminds us that we’re all sinners. We all do things that 
hurt or offend others—that’s called sin. And other people do the same to us. 
But it’s not right to go around saying mean things about the person who hurt 
us, to try to get back at them, or to just mope and pout. Jesus tells us a better 
way, and he promises to help us do it. He offers three steps we should take 
to try to resolve a conflict with a friend. Step 1: Go to the person one-on-one. 
Explain to them how they have hurt you and see if they respond with openness 
and ask for your forgiveness. If they don't, proceed to Step 2: Involve a couple 
of trusted friends or grown-ups. Explain to your trusted friends what happened 
and get their take on the situation. If they agree with you that the other person 
was wrong, take your trusted friends with you to talk to the other person 
again. Have your trusted friends explain to the other person how they see the 
situation. Then, hopefully the other person will understand, agree, and ask for 
your forgiveness. If they don't, and you still believe they were REALLY wrong 
and something has to be done about it, then proceed to Step 3: Talk to a church 
leader or teacher. This step should only be taken in extreme cases. At any point, 
you have a choice to stop between steps, and just choose to forgive the person 
and let it go. It won't be easy, and your relationship may not ever be the same, 
but you can find peace in forgiveness. And do you know what? When we know 
how much Jesus has forgiven us of sin, we know we can offer forgiveness to 
others too. If we won’t forgive others who hurt us, why should Jesus forgive our 
sins?

Discussion
 X How does Jesus tell us to deal with someone who has sinned against us—

what’s the first thing we should do? 

 X Why do you think Jesus calls us to speak first one-on-one with the person?
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 X Why do you think Jesus says to bring two or three other people with us—like 
our mom or dad—if that person won’t listen to us? 

 X Jesus says, “Where two or more people gather in my name, I am there with 
them” (Matthew 18:20). Why is this important? 

 X How can we remind ourselves to look to Jesus for guidance when someone 
sins against us?

Resolution Skit Activity
Recruit groups of 2–3 students to work on a skit (seven 

groups maximum). Let a child from each group pick a 
scenario out of the paper bag. Next, have the volunteers take 
a few minutes to come up with a skit revealing how to work 
through the situation using the method taught in today’s 
passage. (Have older children lead in coming up with the skits 
and assigning parts to the younger children.) Have the groups 
perform their skits one at a time. The leader should remind them of Jesus’s model of 
resolving conflict and that he’ll be present to help us through the conflict. (Anyone 
who doesn’t want to be in a skit can just watch.)

Continue to Worship
Creed 

(Leader may choose preferred statement of belief.)

The Apostles’ Creed
I BELIEVE in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
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the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.   Amen.

Prayer of Confession
(Leader may also choose a prayer/confession from the prayer book.) 

Leader: The Lord be with you.

Children: And also with you.

Leader: Let us pray. Jesus, thank you for giving us your teachings so we know 
how to react when someone sins against us. Thank you for always forgiving us 
our sins, Lord. Before we get back at someone or refuse to forgive them, help 
us to remember that, since we’re forgiven, we must forgive too. Thank you for 
promising to be with us as we work to forgive others. When things are tough, 
we’re grateful of your promise to be there for us. We pray in the name of Jesus, 
Amen.  

Offering
Ask the offertory volunteer to come up. The volunteer walks around with the 

basket, collecting the offering. The child then brings the basket back to the altar 
and bows, then returns to sit down. You may play music or lead a song during the 
offertory.

Closing 
Put Out the Candles

Call the acolyte to come up and extinguish the candles.

Leader: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Children: Thanks be to God. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

What It All Means 
Divide children into age groups for follow-up activities.
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What It All Means 

Pre-K / Kindergarten  
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Art: Two or More 
Materials:
•  Smocks or old T-shirts to protect clothing
•  Small paper plates
•  Washable finger paints
•  Paper 
•  Wet wipes or sink with soap for hand washing 

Say: Sometimes it’s hard to know what to do when someone sins against us. The great 
news is that God tells us what to do and promises to be with us in the process. Our art 
project is going to better explain how this happens. 

If available, give each child a smock or large shirt to protect their clothing. Hand each child a 
small paper plate and squirt two primary colors (red, blue, yellow) of paint on opposite sides of 
the plate. Point out to the children how there are two colors, just like the story of two or more 
children coming together in Jesus’s name. Next, squirt both colors together in the middle of their 
plate, asking the children to mix them together and form a third (secondary) color. Now the 
children have three colors on their plate. Remind the children that when two or more of God’s 
children come together Jesus is present, pointing to the third color that represents Jesus. 

Hand each child a piece of paper. Have the children finger paint a picture with the three 
colors. Then have the children use wet wipes or wash their hands. Set paintings aside to dry, and 
remove smocks. 
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Game: Memory Verse Relay
Printables: Memory Verse (two copies)
Materials:
•  Buckets or baskets 

To Prepare: Make two copies of the Memory Verse printable, one for team A 
and one for team B. Cut apart the phrases, fold them, and put them in two 
separate buckets or baskets, one for each team.

Divide the children into two teams. Pull out the previously prepared buckets or baskets 
containing the papers with the memory verse segments. Then put the teams across the room 
from their baskets. Explain that when you say “Go,” the first child on each team runs to grab 
one paper and quickly returns to their team. The children keep going until all papers have been 
retrieved. Then the children work together to assemble their verse in the correct order. The first 
team to put their memory verse in order shouts “Ready!” (Make sure the children know to put the 
reference last.) Ask one representative from the team to read the verse. If it’s correct, that team 
wins. If the memory verse is in the wrong order or incomplete, the other team gets a chance to 
steal by reading theirs aloud.

Activity: Obstacle Course of Sin
Printables: Obstacle Course signs
Materials:
•  Wide masking tape
•  Objects for obstacle course such as chair, bucket, hula hoop

To Prepare: Copy and cut apart the Obstacle Course sign printables. Prepare a 
safe obstacle course. Use masking tape to form the outline of a balance beam. 
Next, place items to jump over, circle around, etc., such as a chair, bucket, bean bag, or hula hoop. Tape 
the Obstacle Course sign printables on the floor in various places near, but not within, the course itself.

Walk through the obstacle course. Demonstrate how to navigate the obstacles. Point out and 
read the danger areas indicated by the signs. Have children take turns going as fast as they can 
along the balance beam without falling off, then around the obstacles without stepping out of 
bounds into danger areas. Most of the children will falter at some point. For instance, some will 
fall off the balance beam into a danger zone. This is good! Point out how the children ended 
up in trouble when they went too fast, which is similar to how we often react quickly when 
someone hurts us.

Have the children attempt the obstacle course a second time. This time the instruction should 
be to take their time and follow the process with care. (The children will understandably perform 
much better.) Remind children that when they take the time to think about how Jesus would 
have us act, and follow his ways, the outcome is far better. 

What It All Means 

Lower Elementary  



Children’s Church  |  Year A |  Fall  |  Week 3  47HEARTS 
ALIVE

Art: Bookmarks
Materials:
•  Colored card stock
•  Markers

To Prepare: Cut the card stock into approximately 1½ -in. x 6-in. bookmarks 

Hand each child a bookmark. Instruct them to write the memory verse on the bookmark 
(Matthew 18:15a: “If your brother or sister sins against you, go to them.”) and decorate it. 
Remind the children that whenever someone sins against them, they can use the bookmark to 
reread Jesus’s teaching and promise to them in Matthew 18:15–20. 

Activity: Detective Work
Materials:
•  Paper
•  Pencils

Have each child trace their hand on a piece of paper. Next collect all the hand tracings 
and give each child someone else’s hand tracing. One at a time, select a student to determine 
whose hand tracing they have. The children can have the other children hold up their hands 
to the tracing to see whether they match. Once everyone has had a turn, say: When you’re a 
detective, you have to solve crimes and mysteries. When facing sin, we must solve problems 
and challenges too. We must never focus on payback. Instead, we should follow God’s 
teaching and welcome his presence so we’re able to deal with fellow sinners in a way that 
is honorable to God and one another. Explain that the best way to handle a situation when 
someone sins against us is to put our hands together with theirs (one-on-one) and find the 
solution, just like you did with the hand tracings.

What It All Means 

Upper Elementary  
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Wrap Up
Ask the children to bow their heads in prayer. Pray something 

like this: Most merciful God, when we struggle with those who 
have sinned against us, help us remember that because we are 
your children, every time we sin, you forgive us. Help us to have 
a heart more like yours so we can work through our feelings 
and forgive others, working things out peacefully. Lord, thank 
you for being among us always, especially during our heart 
struggles. Amen. 

Children line up to meet their parents. Hand them a “Walk It All Week” take-home 
page and lead them into church. 
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Another child at school is taking my 
favorite pencil out of my desk.

My sibling is refusing to share.

A classmate is making fun of 
someone else on the playground.

A child at school takes the dessert out 
of my lunch box.

My parents blame me for something I 
didn’t do.

I see someone cheating on a test.

A member of the opposing team 
pushes me on the soccer field, and 
the referee doesn’t see.

Resolution Scenario  Printable
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Table TA
LK

Remember
We’re all sinners. Only Jesus lived a life free from sin. This means that 

sometimes we will sin against others and they will sin against us. When this 
occurs, remember Jesus’s teachings with the ABCD method: 

Always confront the person one-on-one first, in a sincere and gentle way.
Bring along a couple of friends/witnesses who can help you work toward a 

solution. 
Church members can be brought in to help, if needed.
Don’t fall into sin yourself if the sinner refuses to work with you. Take a little 

break from that person to establish healthy boundaries and keep yourself on 
God’s path.

Community Sermon: If 
Another Member Sins 
Against You
}}} Scripture: Matthew 18:15–20
}}} Big Idea: As Jesus taught, we ought 

to work out conflicts in a godly way, 
approaching those who have hurt 
us directly and extending love and 
grace, as Jesus extends to us. 
}}}Memory Verse: “If your brother or 

sister sins against you, go to them.” 
Matthew 18:15a

WEEK 3

Walk It All Week
TA

LKTable
   Share with your parents, 

grandparents, or others 
in your family what you 
learned about dealing with 
those who hurt you. Ask 
each person to share an 
example of a time they 
could have used Jesus’s 
teachings to deal with 
conflict. Pray together as 
a family. We learn in this 
week’s passage that when 
two or more people come 
together in Jesus’s name, 
he promises to be there. 
Perhaps there is a conflict 
at school, on your team, or 
even at church you’d like to 
pray about. Jesus promises 
to be present when you 
pray together over these 
matters of the heart.

When someone sins against you, 
take a moment before reacting 
to reflect on how generous Jesus 
always is with his forgiveness 
toward you. This can be tough, but 
remember that God promises to 
be alongside you in the situation. 
Next, exercise the steps for handling 
sin (ABCD). This model can be used 
anywhere: home, church, school, 
even on the sports field/court! 
Thank God for sharing with us his 
loving heart and his wise teachings.

Action

Memory Verse Activity
Write down the following 

actions on ten small separate 
pieces of paper: Sing it, Whisper 
it, Say it in robotic voice, Hop on 
one foot, Close your eyes, Hold 
your nose, Turn in a circle, Use 
motions, Dance, Dramatize 

Fold the papers and place 
them in a cup. Have each family 
member take a piece, read it 
aloud, and recite the verse while 
doing the action. (Parents can 
read the action for non-reading 
members of the family.)

HEARTS 
ALIVE
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Big Idea: 
God has forgiven us an enormous debt 
through his Son, Jesus Christ. Therefore, 
we should forgive others when they sin 

against us. 

MemOry Verse:
“Shouldn’t you have had mercy on the 

other servant just as I had mercy on 
you?” Matthew 18:33

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Year A |  Fall  |  Week 4
Proper 19, Lectionary 24

LessOn Overview
Jesus reminds us to do unto others 
as we would want them to do unto 
us. This lesson focuses on mercy 
and forgiveness. The Lord’s Prayer 
states, “Forgive us our sins, as we 
also forgive everyone who sins 
against us” (Luke 11:4). God extends 
forgiveness to the same degree 
that we extend forgiveness to 
others. Before we react negatively 
to someone who has hurt or 
offended us, we need to remember 
how much the Lord has forgiven 
us. Then, through God’s strength, 
we can offer the same merciful 
forgiveness to others.

COmmunity SermOn: 
Parable Of the 

UnfOrgiving 
Servant

Matthew 18:21–35
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Week 4 Lesson Outline Activity and Supplies To Prepare 

Worship
(15 minutes)

We Gather
Welcome and Greeting

Do Unto Others 

Songs
• Optional: Music player with Web access
• Visit YouTube and search for “This Is Amazing Grace,” 

Phil Wickham. https://youtu.be/zPQKj2Zptr0
• Visit YouTube and search for “Forgiveness,” Matthew 

West. https://youtu.be/IPZxnsF747w

Word
Scripture Reading: Matthew 18:21–35
Appoint one or more readers to read the passage from 

the Bible. 

• Divide the Scripture passage into short 
sections for selected readers to read 
aloud.

Lesson and 
Discussion 

(20 minutes)

Mercy Skit
Printables: Drama scripts for the actors (one for each 
participant)

• Chair

• Copy the printables

Continue to  
Worship 
(10 minutes)

Creed
Apostle’s Creed (or preferred statement of belief )

Prayer of Confession (or another prayer/confession 
from the prayer book)

Offering and Closing

—Continued on next page

https://youtu.be/zPQKj2Zptr0
https://youtu.be/IPZxnsF747w
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Week 4 Lesson Outline Activity and Supplies To Prepare 

What It All Means: Small Groups Divided by Age (10 minutes)

Wrap Up
(5 minutes)

Recap, pray, and distribute take-home pages

Pre-K / Kindergarten 
Game: Mercy, Mercy, No Mercy!

Art: Forgiving Heart

Printables: Heart Template

• Crayons

To Prepare: Use the Heart Template print-
able to make one white paper heart for 
each student.

Lower Elementary 
Art: Forgiveness Cross
Game: Mercy Bingo

Printables: Christ Forgives Cross 
(one card stock copy for each child);

Mercy Bingo cards (one card stock 
copy for each child, plus one extra)

Materials:
• White card stock
• Scissors
• Markers/crayons and other art 
supplies
• Opaque bag
• Sunflower seeds

To Prepare: Copy and cut apart the Cross 
printables. Copy the printable Mercy Bingo 
cards—one copy for each child, plus one 
extra. Cut out the words from the extra 
Bingo card and store them in an opaque 
bag.

Upper Elementary 
Game: Forgiveness Relays

Materials:
• Masking tape
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THE LESSON & LITURGY
Bible Background 
for Leader
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Worship
We Gather

Prepare for Worship 
Greet the children and assign or ask children to choose a job for 

today’s service (examples include readers, acolytes, offertory, crucifer, 
etc.).

Opening Acclamation 
With enthusiasm and boldness, say: I was glad when they said unto 

me, and children reply with enthusiasm in unison, We will go to the 
house of the Lord!

Candle Lighting 
Acolyte will go up and light the candles on the altar.
The leader and children say:

Leader: What do the candles mean?

Children: The Light of the World!

Leader: Who is the Light of the World?

Children: Jesus! 

Welcome and Greeting
Do Unto Others

Say: Raise your hand if you can remember a time you’ve done 
something wrong and someone would not forgive you, but instead 
stayed angry at you. Now raise your hand if you can remember a 
time someone did something unkind to you and you did not forgive 
them. Today we’re going to learn what Jesus has to say about those 
hard times when we hurt others or they hurt us. It’s a great message! 
But first, let’s do some singing to worship our Lord! 

Songs
"This is Amazing Grace"
“Forgiveness”

The reading begins with Peter being troubled 
about the way he should deal with those who 
sin against him. Instead of trying to figure it 
out himself, he does the wise thing and turns 
to Jesus for an answer. Jesus uses the Parable 
of the Unforgiving Servant to teach Peter and 
his other disciples how to treat others when 
they sin against us. 

In the parable, Jesus describes different 
kinds of debt. He points to an enormous, ba-
sically hopeless debt owed by one servant in 
contrast to another servant’s smaller, more 
manageable debt. The enormous debt rep-
resents what we, as sinners, owe to God for 
having consistently chosen our own way. We 
can never pay back this debt on our own. If 
our debt is measured in weight, we have no 
hope of entering heaven. Jesus, however, hav-
ing no debt (sin), took our debt upon himself 
and paid it in full on the cross. Christ “… wiped 
out what the law said that we owed… and 
nailed it to the cross” (Colossians 2:14).

In response of gratitude to God’s forgive-
ness of our un-payable debt through Christ’s 
sacrifice, we are commanded to forgive the 
sins of others. These sins are represented in 
the parable by the much smaller, manage-
able debt. Since God forgave us so much, he 
expects us to extend mercy and forgiveness 
to those who hurt us. Finally, while observing 
others’ sin is easy, we also need to remember 
to look inward and ask God to help us recog-
nize our own sin. We may be the one who has 
sinned against someone and stands in need 
of forgiveness. 
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Word
Scripture Reading: Matthew 18:21–35

Have reader(s) among the children come to the front and read their designated 
portion of the passage. At the end the final reader says: The Word of the Lord, and 
children respond, Thanks be to God! 

Lesson and Discussion
Mercy Skit

Ask for some volunteers to act out today’s parable. You’ll 
need volunteers to play the roles of Narrator (an older child), the 
King, Servant 1, Guards, Servant 2, and Other Servants. Distribute 
scripts to the actors. Read the drama through first and then have 
the children act it out. Place a chair on the stage for the king’s 
throne and designate an area for the jail. 

Discussion
 X What do you think Jesus is trying to teach us in this story?

 X How big a debt did the king forgive the servant? How much debt did the servant 
refuse to forgive his fellow servant?

 X How did the king feel about his servant’s behavior?

 X How should we respond when someone sins against us? Why?

 X Think in your heart about someone you may need to forgive, and we will pray 
about that later.

Continue to Worship
Creed 

(Leader may choose preferred statement of belief.)

The Apostles’ Creed
I BELIEVE in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
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and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.   Amen.

Prayer of Confession
(Leader may also choose a prayer/confession from the prayer book.) 

Leader: The Lord be with you.

Children: And also with you.

Leader: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us your Word so that 
we can understand your will and grow close to you. Right now, we ask you to 
forgive us for the things that we have done wrong. We are sorry and are willing 
to change. We also ask you to help us forgive those who have done unkind 
things to us. We forgive them. Thank you, Lord, for loving us so much! We pray 
this in Jesus’s holy name. Amen. 

Leader: When we ask God to forgive us, he does! He makes our hearts clean and 
pure.

Children: Thanks be to God!

Offering
Ask the offertory volunteer to come up. The volunteer walks around with the 

basket, collecting the offering. The child then brings the basket back to the altar 
and bows, then returns to sit down. You may play music or lead a song during the 
offertory.
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Closing 
Put Out the Candles

Call the acolyte to come up and extinguish the candles.

Leader: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Children: Thanks be to God. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

What It All Means 
Divide children into age groups for follow-up activities.
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Game: Mercy, Mercy, No Mercy!
Have the children sit in a large circle. One player will be selected to start the game. Like the 

game “Duck, Duck, Goose,” the starter will go around the circle and lightly tap each child on the 
head while saying, “Mercy.” When the child gets to the person they want to chase them, they 
tap his/her head and shout, “No mercy!” The starter tries to run all the way around the circle and 
sit back down in their place before being tagged. Explain that when we don’t have mercy and 
forgiveness for others, we feel like we are always being chased by angry feelings and can’t be at 
peace. It takes too much energy to always be angry at someone. Remember to reach out to Jesus 
when you struggle with forgiveness, and ask him to help you forgive. 

Art: Forgiving Heart
Printables: Heart Template
•  Crayons

To Prepare: Use the Heart Template printable to make one white paper heart for 
each student.

Hand the children the hearts and crayons. Ask them to draw a picture on 
the heart that makes them think of Jesus’s love. When the children take the 
heart home, they can have their parents put it on the refrigerator to serve as 
a reminder to turn to Jesus for help in forgiving others when they hurt us. 

What It All Means 

Pre-K / Kindergarten  
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What It All Means 

Lower Elementary  
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Art: Forgiveness Cross
Printables: Christ Forgives Cross (one card stock copy for each child)
Materials:
•  White card stock
•  Scissors
•  Markers/crayons and other art supplies

To Prepare: Copy and cut apart the Cross printables.

Remind the children that Jesus always forgives us so we must also 
forgive others. Distribute the white card stock crosses, scissors, and 
markers or other art supplies.

Game: Mercy Bingo
Printables: Mercy Bingo cards (one card stock copy for each child, plus one extra)
Materials:
•  Opaque bag
•  Sunflower seeds

To Prepare: Copy the printable Mercy Bingo cards—one copy for each child, plus one extra. Cut out the 
words from the extra Bingo card and store them in an opaque bag.

Instead of Bingo chips, children will use sunflower seeds. The Bingo cards contain words from 
the lesson. Call out the word on the Bingo cards and explain that the first child to complete a row 
in any direction should call out, “Mercy!” The winner gets to call out words for the next round.

After the Bingo game is finished, reiterate the idea that sometimes it’s very hard to forgive 
someone who has hurt us. Next, ask the children how they can remind 
themselves to turn to Jesus for help in forgiving others. Jesus always 
shows love and mercy so we can look to him for the best example of how 
we should be. And he promises we can do all things through his strength 
(Philippians 4:13). Ask the children why they think you used sunflower 
seeds for the markers in the Bingo game. Explain that it’s important for 
them to plant the godly seed of forgiveness in the hearts of their friends, 
family, and classmates. That way love and mercy will grow!

Mercy Bingo Word list:

MERCY
FORGIVE
10,000
PARABLE

HEART
ANGER
HEAVEN
KINGDOM

DEBT
SERVANT
KING
MONEY

MASTER
PRISON
JESUS
PETER
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Wrap Up
Ask the children to take a moment to bow their heads in 

prayer. Offer up a summary prayer based upon the lesson. 
Lord Jesus, thank you for showing us how to respond when 
people sin against us. Lord, please help us to be disciplined in 
following you so we don’t fall into sin ourselves. When we do 
sin, give us your wisdom and guidance so we can be changed 
by your grace and forgiveness. All this we pray in Jesus’s 
precious name. Amen.

Children line up to meet their parents. Hand them a “Walk It All Week” take-
home page and lead them into church.

What It All Means 

Upper Elementary  
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Game: Forgiveness Relays 
Materials:
•  Masking tape

Divide the group into two teams. Mark a clear starting point and finish line with masking tape. 
The course should be straight, about fifteen to twenty feet in length. Have the children play a 
few relay rounds, giving them different scenarios each time, increasing in level of difficulty. Use 
the following scenarios:

•    A player from each team starts in a crab position to crab walk to the 
finishing line. (Sit on the ground with legs in front of you. Place hands by 
your side. Lift body into the air. Walk feet-first like a crab.)

•    A player from each team hops on one foot, racing to the finish line.
•    A player from each team hops like a leapfrog, racing to the finish line.
•    A player sashays sideways, racing to the finish line. 

When the relay races are over, ask the children if the activities felt natural in comparison to 
simply running to the finish line. Remind the children that forgiveness can be hard for all of us. It 
often feels unnatural since our feelings are hurt and we want to hurt back. That’s when we need 
to remember what Jesus did for us on the cross. By experiencing his undeserved forgiveness, we 
can have the strength to forgive others. Forgiving others doesn’t mean we’re saying what they 
did was okay; it could have been very wrong. Forgiveness simply means that we’re choosing not 
to seek revenge or hold it against them. We’re choosing to walk in love and leave the offense in 
God’s hands. 
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Characters:

NARRATOR
KING
SERVANT 1
GUARDS
SERVANT 2
OTHER SERVANTS

NARRATOR     Peter came to Jesus. He asked, “Lord, how many times should 
I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me?  Up to seven times?” 
Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but 77 times. And then Jesus 
told this parable: The kingdom of heaven is like a KING who wanted to 
collect all the money his servants owed him. As the KING began to do 
it, SERVANT 1 who owed him an enormous debt of 10,000 bags of gold 
was brought to him. 

KING    (sternly to SERVANT 1) You owe me 10,000 bags of gold. Pay it now!

SERVANT 1     (sad and worried) I cannot pay my enormous debt. 

KING    If you cannot pay your debt, then I will have to sell you to get some 
money to cover what you owe. I will also have to sell your wife, your 
children, and everything you own. Instead of being my servant you and 
your family will be slaves for someone else. Guards, take him away!

SERVANT 1     (falling on his knees in front of the KING, begging) Give me 
time I beg of you. I’ll pay everything back. 

KING    (reconsidering) I feel sorry for you, my servant. I forgive what you owe. 
You do not have to pay me back. Return to your family.

Mercy Skit
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SERVANT 1, sobbing gratefully, goes out. He soon finds SERVANT 2 who 
owes him the small debt of 100 silver coins. 

SERVANT 1     (grabbing and choking SERVANT 2, angrily) Pay back what 
you owe me!

SERVANT 2     (falling on his knees in front of SERVANT 1, begging) Give me 
time. I’ll pay it back.

SERVANT 1    (angry) No way. Guards, throw SERVANT 2 in prison!  
SERVANT 2, you will stay in prison until you pay me back. Period!!

OTHER SERVANTS are horrified at what SERVANT 1 has done. They go to 
the KING.

 OTHER SERVANTS     (to the KING) Oh KING, we are angry about what 
SERVANT 1 has done to SERVANT 2. SERVANT 2 owes SERVANT 
1 some money that he could not pay back. And so SERVANT 1 has 
thrown him into prison until he can pay! 

KING    (sternly) Send SERVANT 1 to me. I will deal with this.

(To SERVANT 1) You evil servant. I forgave all that you owed me 
because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had mercy on the other 
servant just as I had mercy on you? (Angrily, to GUARDS) Guards, 
take SERVANT 1 away and put him in prison until he pays back 
everything he owes.

NARRATOR     Jesus finished by saying, “This is how my Father in heaven 
will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from 
your heart.”

MERCY SKIT: Page 2
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Think first and act second. When someone sins against us, 
we often react quickly. Instead, we need to take a moment to pray, 
reflect, and ask ourselves, How does Jesus tell me to handle this?
Go and tell. Help others to have a merciful heart. When you 
notice that a friend has been treated unkindly, be the person who 
encourages them to handle things in a godly way (but be sure to 
tell the teacher too, if someone is hurting or bullying others).
Pray. Sometimes it’s hard to do the right thing when our feelings 
have been hurt. When we’re having a hard time showing mercy and 
forgiving, let’s pray and ask the Lord to fill us with the Holy Spirit so 
we can do what’s right. 

Community Sermon: 
Parable of the Unforgiving 
Servant
}}} Scripture: Matthew 18:21–35
}}} Big Idea: God has forgiven us an 

enormous debt through his Son, 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, we should 
forgive others their sins against us. 
}}}Memory Verse: “Shouldn’t you 

have had mercy on the other servant 
just as I had mercy on you?” Matthew 
18:33

Remember 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, just like you and me. This 

week let’s remember to always ask Jesus for help in showing mercy and 
forgiveness to others.

Memory Verse Activity
Unscramble the letters below the blanks to discover our memory 

verse for the week.

Shouldn’t ______________ have had _____________  on the other 

______________  just as I had ______________ on you? 

_______________________ 18:33

Action

Table TA
LK

   What can you share with 
your parents, grandparents, 
or friends about what you 
learned today? Do you 
remember the fun games 
that remind us of how we 
treat others? Can your family 
do a skit together to act 
out today’s lesson about 
forgiveness?

WEEK 4 

Walk It All Week

  (ouy) (cyrme) 

(vesartn)  (reycm)

(tewhtMa)
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Big Idea: 
Rather than be envious of others’ 

spiritual works and rewards we need to 
trust that God is just and thank him for 
the gifts and grace we have received. 

MemOry Verse: 
“So those who are last will be first. And 

those who are first will be last.”  
Matthew 20:16
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LessOn Overview
Sometimes we’re tempted to look 
at the works and rewards of others, 
or their spiritual gifts, wondering 
why we don’t have the same. We 
may find ourselves thinking, That’s 
not fair. This can lead us down a 
slippery slope into resentment and 
self-pity. As Christians, we must 
remember we’re called to love and 
to serve, just as Jesus has always 
loved and served us. God has his 
rationale for doing what he does. 
He rightfully chooses which gifts 
and what measure of grace to give 
to each person. We should keep our 
eyes fixed on the Lord, celebrating 
his incredible generosity and grace 
to us. After all, Jesus dying on the 
cross for our sins is the greatest 
blessing we could ever receive.

COmmunity SermOn: 
Parable Of 

the Vineyard 
WOrkers’ Wages

Matthew 20:1–16

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Year A |  Fall  |  Week 5
Proper 20, Lectionary 25
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Week 5 Lesson Outline Activity and Supplies To Prepare 

Worship
(15 minutes)

We Gather
Welcome and Greeting

Grace, Not Works

Songs
• Optional: Music player with Web access
• Visit YouTube and search for "This is Amazing Grace," 

Phil Wickham. https://youtu.be/zPQKj2Zptr0
• isit YouTube and search for "Thankful," Roar VBS. 

https://youtu.be/U_ewLEvA8_o

Word
Scripture Reading: Matthew 20:1–16
Appoint one or more readers to read the passage from 

the Bible.  

• Divide the Scripture passage into short 
sections for selected readers to read 
aloud.

Lesson and 
Discussion 

(20 minutes)

The First Shall Be Last
Activity: Who Am I? What Am I

Continue to  
Worship 
(10 minutes)

Creed
Apostle’s Creed (or preferred statement of belief )

Prayer of Confession (or another prayer/confession 
from the prayer book)

Offering and Closing

What It All Means: Small Groups Divided by Age (10 minutes)

Wrap Up
(5 minutes)

Recap, pray, and distribute take-home pages

Pre-K / Kindergarten 
Game: Focus on Jesus

Activity: Becoming First

Materials:
• Inexpensive sunglasses
• Timer
• Paper
• Crayons

Lower Elementary 
Game: No Fair Musical Chairs

Materials:
•  Enough chairs for all children in the 

group, minus 1
• Music for the game
•  Treats for each child, such as stick-

ers or candy

Upper Elementary 
Activity: Parable of the Vineyard 
Workers Word Search

Activity: Attitude of Gratitude

Printables: Word Search (one copy for 
each child) 

Materials:
• Pens/pencils
• Blank note cards or thank-you cards

To Prepare: Copy the printables.

https://youtu.be/zPQKj2Zptr0
https://youtu.be/U_ewLEvA8_o
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THE LESSON & LITURGY
Bible Background 
for Leader
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Worship
We Gather

Prepare for Worship 
Greet the children and assign or ask children to choose a job for 

today’s service (examples include readers, acolytes, offertory, crucifer, 
etc.).

Opening Acclamation 
With enthusiasm and boldness, say: I was glad when they said unto 

me, and children reply with enthusiasm in unison, We will go to the 
house of the Lord!

Candle Lighting 
Acolyte will go up and light the candles on the altar.
The leader and children say:

Leader: What do the candles mean?

Children: The Light of the World!

Leader: Who is the Light of the World?

Children: Jesus! 

Welcome and Greeting
Grace, Not Works

Say: Good morning children. Can you think of a time when you 
thought you were treated unfairly? (Allow a few children to respond.) 
Those sound like hard situations. Well, let’s say yesterday morning 
your parents asked you and your brother to do the chores around 
the house. You cleaned up the kitchen and the bathroom, and even 
gave your dog a bath. Your brother, on the other hand, had soccer 
practice in the morning so he didn’t clean up the whole time you 
did. When he got home from practice, he picked up a few remaining 
things around the house without being asked. Now let’s imagine 
that your parents decided to reward you and your brother equally 
by treating you to ice cream. Do you think it’s fair that you did more 
work and spent more time cleaning than your brother, but you both 
got the same size ice cream cone? (Allow a few children to respond 

Jesus’s parable is set in an agrarian culture in 
which most men performed manual labor to 
support their families. Day workers set out 
early in the morning to find work. Some were 
hired early, some later, and others perhaps not 
at all. The Pharisees listening to Jesus teach 
were proud of upholding the law and execut-
ing fairness, as they understood it. In Jesus’s 
parable, however, the vineyard owner gives 
the same wage to all the workers, no mat-
ter what time of the day they started work. 
Rather than being thankful for receiving the 
wages they’d agreed to, those who started 
work earlier complained that those who start-
ed later should not receive the same wage. 
Jesus reminds them that the vineyard owner, 
symbolizing God, can be as generous as he 
pleases with his resources.

Until the coming of Jesus, Jews assumed 
they were the only ones who would receive 
God’s favor. However, Jesus preached of his 
love being available to anyone repented and 
put their faith in him. The Jews struggled with 
this inclusivity, believing God’s favor was re-
served for them. Ironically, those considered 
unclean by the Jews were often the ones who 
were elevated by Jesus and praised for their 
faith. This parable illustrates that the Gentiles, 
who come later to the kingdom of God (the 
vineyard), will receive the same love and 
forgiveness of sins as the Jews who believe 
(enter the vineyard to work). 

Jesus reveals that God has the right to give 
graciously and generously as he chooses. Fol-
lowers of Jesus sometimes envy the spiritual 
gifts or works of others. A person with the gift 
of prayer or hospitality may envy the more 
visible gift of teaching. Some who come to 
Christ late in life may even accomplish more 
for the kingdom than lifetime believers. Jesus 
reminds us that God blesses all his children 
with spiritual gifts and the grace of forgive-
ness. We are to be content with our gifts and 
the grace given to us, serving Jesus with dedi-
cation and pure hearts rather than being envi-
ous of others.
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with their thoughts.) Today, we’re going to learn what Jesus teaches us about 
works—the things we do to try to earn God’s favor—and why it’s dangerous for 
us to focus on the works and rewards of others, or even the gifts God has given 
them, instead of keeping our focus on Jesus. 

Songs
"This Is Amazing Grace"
"Thankful"

Word 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 20:1–16

Have reader(s) among the children come to the front and read their designated 
portion of the passage. At the end the final reader says: The Word of the Lord, and 
children respond, Thanks be to God!

Lesson and Discussion
The First Shall Be Last 

Have a dialogue with the children about what message they think the memory 
verse is trying to convey. Read the memory verse out loud: “So those who are last 
will be first. And those who are first will be last” (Matthew 20:16). Ask the children 
to think of examples of people in the Bible thought of as “last” by others who 
became first. The following are some examples: 

1. The repentant thief on the cross was a sinner who made bad choices. Because 
of this, the people of that day looked down on him. But something amazing 
happened to the thief—Jesus convicted his heart. He believed in Jesus as Lord and 
Savior and turned from his life of sin. Jesus told the thief that he would see him in 
paradise that day (meaning in the kingdom of heaven). 

2. Jesus healed many people in the Bible, and one key element played a major 
role: faith! Over and over in the Bible people put their faith in Jesus, and Jesus, in 
turn, healed them. Some people were considered worthless in society because they 
had crippling diseases, were blind or weak, but Jesus’s blessing of healing took them 
from last to first place.

(Other examples: David—the shepherd boy who became King; Moses—a baby 
left in a basket who was raised in a palace and became the leader of God’s people; 
Esther—an orphan who became queen and saved the Jewish people; Mary—a 
humble teenage girl who gave birth to the Messiah.)
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Say: Jesus dying on the cross for our sin is the most generous blessing we 
could ever receive. That means we don’t have to be concerned with others’ 
works or rewards since we’ve already been blessed to the fullest. In the parable, 
we read that the boss of the vineyard didn’t take anything away from the early 
laborers. In fact, he honored the arrangement he made with them, giving them 
the wages they agreed to. The fact that he chose to give an equal blessing to 
the later workers shouldn’t bother the early workers. God doesn’t want us to 
get wrapped up in the ways others are blessed in comparison with ourselves. 
Instead, he wants us to get excited about the tremendous love, grace, and 
generosity he gives to all his children.

Discussion
 X Did the early workers have a reason to complain to the landowner when he 

gave the same payment to the later workers? Why or why not?

 X Why is it important to make sure we aren’t constantly comparing others to 
ourselves? 

 X What can we do to avoid the pitfall of envying others and falling into sin?

 X Think in your heart of what you are grateful for in your life. Share if you like. 

Activity: Who Am I? What Am I?
Have the children stand in two lines, parallel to each other, facing the back of 

the person in front of them. The first person in each line should turn around and 
face the line, taking a few steps back. The two people facing the lines will be the 
speakers. The first child in line one asks, “Who am I?” and the speaker in front says, 
“You are a Child of God.” The speaker goes to the end of the line, and the child 
takes their place as speaker. Next, the first child in the line two says, “What am I?” 
and the speaker replies, “You are loved by Jesus!” The speaker goes to the end of the 
line, and the child takes their place. Continue until all the children have been the 
speaker. Then, switch lines and have them do it again so each child is told, “You are 
a Child of God” and “You are loved by Jesus.”



Children’s Church  |  Year A |  Fall  |  Week 5  74HEARTS 
ALIVE

Continue to Worship
Creed 

(Leader may choose preferred statement of belief.)

The Apostles’ Creed
I BELIEVE in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.   Amen.

Prayer of Confession
(Leader may also choose a prayer/confession from the prayer book.) 

Leader: The Lord be with you.

Children: And also with you.

Leader: Let us pray. God, thank you for giving us the best blessing we could 
ever have—your Son, Jesus. Sometimes we worry about what others have and 
we forget to be grateful and joyous for all the wonderful blessings we have 
been given. Lord, help us to always remember no reward is greater than you. 
Amen. 
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Offering
Ask the offertory volunteer to come up. The volunteer walks around with the 

basket, collecting the offering. The child then brings the basket back to the altar 
and bows, then returns to sit down. You may play music or lead a song during the 
offertory.

Closing 
Put Out the Candles

Call the acolyte to come up and extinguish the candles.

Leader: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Children: Thanks be to God. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

What It All Means 
Divide children into age groups for follow-up activities.



HEARTS 
ALIVEChildren’s Church  |  Year A |  Fall  |  Week 5  76

What It All Means 

Pre-K / Kindergarten  
Game: Focus on Jesus

Materials:
•  Inexpensive sunglasses
•  Timer

Say: Sometimes the brightness of the sun makes it difficult to see. In today’s parable we 
see how sometimes we need to put on special sunglasses to block the outside glare so we 
can focus on what we need to see. Choose a younger child to turn around and keep their eyes 
shut (or use a blindfold) while the you hide the sunglasses somewhere in the room. They should 
be fairly easy to find. Once the sunglasses are hidden, tell the child they’re free to look for the 
sunglasses, but let them know they only have one minute to find them and use a timer.

Allow other children to take turns being the seeker. However, as you begin choosing the older 
children in the group, make the hiding place more difficult and give the older children only forty 
seconds to find the sunglasses. In the end, remind the children that just like in the parable, you 
gave the younger children more time, showing your generosity. You didn’t take anything away 
from the older group, but instead you gave the younger group some extra help. 

Activity: Becoming First
Materials:
•  Paper
•  Crayons

Give each child a piece of paper and crayons. Then ask the children to draw a picture of 
something that others might consider belonging in last place, but God considers as first place. 

To help the children, give examples, such as doing the dishes for their mom since she has a 
headache. Explain how it might appear like they’re in last place, doing the dishes while mom is 
resting, but they are actually “first rate” in Jesus’s eyes for showing love and care to their mom. 
Remind the children how God provides us with gifts all the time because he loves us. When we 
get so busy worrying about what someone else has, we forget to be grateful and joyous for all 
the blessings we’ve been given. 
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What It All Means 

Lower Elementary  

Game: No Fair Musical Chairs! 
Materials:
•  Enough chairs for all children in the group, minus 1
•  Music for the game
•  Treats for each child, such as stickers or candy

Tell the children you are playing “Musical Chairs” and the winner will receive a treat. Have 
enough chairs for all but one child. Play music while the children walk in a circle around the 
chairs. When you stop the music, the children have to find a seat. The child who doesn’t get a 
chair says “No fair!” and must sit out to the side. As the game continues, take one chair away 
each round until only one child remains. This child is the winner and is presented with a piece 
of candy or other small prize. However, then say that you have decided to give all the children 
a treat. Although it feels unfair to the winner when everyone else receives a treat, the person in 
charge can distribute prizes as they desire, just like the landowner in the parable.
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What It All Means 

Upper Elementary  
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Activity: Parable of the Vineyard Workers Word 
Search

Printables: Word Search for each child
Materials:
•  Pens/pencils

To Prepare: Copy the printables.

Word list: FIRST, GENEROUS, GRACE, LANDOWNER, LAST, VINEYARD, WAGES, 
WORKER

Hand out a copy of the word search to each child. Instructions are to find all the key words 
and raise their hand when they’re finished. As the children finish, have them help the other 
children find the words. Remind the children that they all won because they all finished the task. 
Even though some finished much earlier, since they helped others they actually finished later just 
like everyone else. However, their attitude was first place for helping their friends.

Activity: Attitude of Gratitude
Materials:
•  Pens/pencils
•  Blank note cards or thank-you cards

Instruct the children to think of a time they might have received a gift or blessing they didn’t 
necessarily deserve but were thankful to receive. Hand each child a blank note card or thank-you 
card to write a note, showing an attitude of gratitude. Tell the children to present the letter to 
their recipient of choice. It could be a parent, grandparent, teacher, coach, friend, etc.
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Wrap Up
Say: Remember, God has a unique plan for each of us. He 

doesn’t want us to get preoccupied with the blessings others 
receive. He wants us to have grateful hearts for the many 
blessings we’ve received. Ask the children to take a moment 
to bow their heads in prayer. Pray something like the following: 
Lord Jesus, we thank you for being in control. Since you 
choose whom you bless and how, we don’t have to worry 
about it. We need only be thankful for having such a loving and generous God. 
Lord, you’re always good and faithful to all of your children and we thank you 
and trust you in all we do. Amen. 

Children line up to meet their parents. Hand them a “Walk It All Week” take-
home page and lead them into church. 
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Parable of the   
Vineyard Workers

Find these words:

FIRST
GENEROUS
GRACE
LANDOWNER

LAST
VINEYARD
WAGES
WORKER

Upper Elementary
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How can you apply this lesson to your life?
    � Keep your eyes focused. Don’t get so concerned with what you think 
everyone else has. Perhaps a neighbor has more toys than you. Be 
thankful for what you do have, like a loving family, plenty of food, a home, 
and toys. You never know what rewards and blessings God has in store for 
you in the future.

    � When you’re tempted to become jealous of what someone else has, 
remember all the times and ways Jesus has been gracious and generous 
to you. Also, consider ways that you can love others with the blessings 
you have received. 

    � Remember that Jesus knows you through and through. Focus on serving 
him. It is far better to store up treasures in heaven than to focus on the 
things of this world..

Community Sermon: 
Parable of the Vineyard 
Workers’ Wages
}}} Scripture: Matthew 20:1–16
}}} Big Idea: Rather than be envious of 

others’ spiritual works and rewards, 
we need to trust that God is just and 
thank him for the gifts and grace we 
have received. 
}}}Memory Verse: “So those who are 

last will be first. And those who are 
first will be last.” Matthew 20:16

Remember
Jesus is the only one who can truly examine our hearts and judge us 

accordingly. We’re not called to judge others and compare another’s 
journey or blessings to our own. Jesus is always full of grace and 
generosity to those who turn to him. Dying on the cross for our sins is 
the most loving, generous blessing of grace we could ever receive. If 
we never receive the blessings of fancy cars or cool vacations, we are 
already blessed and rewarded more than enough. 

Memory Verse Activity 
Write the memory verse out onto index cards, one word per card. 

Shuffle the cards and then put them into the correct order. 

WEEK 5 

Walk It All Week

Action
   Tell your parents what 

you learned about 
Jesus’s grace and 
generosity today. 
Discuss the difference 
in being first in a 
worldly way versus 
first in a godly way.

Table TA
LK
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CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Year A |  Fall  |  Week 6
Proper 21, Lectionary 26

Temple COnflicts:
 By What 
AuthOrity

Matthew 21:23–32

Big Idea: 
God calls people to recognize their own 

sin and their need for him. Having a 
repentant heart that is willing to change 

and follow Jesus is more important 
than having all the right answers and 

appearing perfect. 

MemOry Verse: 
“I have not come to get those who think 

they are right with God to follow me. I 
have come to get sinners to follow me.” 

Matthew 9:13

LessOn Overview
The first century Jews expected 
a leader to make life better for 
them, but they weren’t expecting 
someone like Jesus. The people 
who came to God in humility, 
without the limitations of their 
human expectations were able 
to receive the new kingdom of 
humble King Jesus. Children will 
learn about the different sinful 
attitudes of the pious elders and 
chief priests. In this parable, Jesus 
compares the elders and chief 
priests to a disobedient son and the 
sinners to a son who changes his 
ways and obeys. Children will learn 
how they can come to God with a 
humble heart, through repentance.
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Week 6 Lesson Outline Activity and Supplies To Prepare 

Worship
(15 minutes)

We Gather
Welcome and Greeting

The Temple

Songs
• Optional: Music player with Web access
• Visit YouTube and search for “Lord I Need You,” Matt 

Maher. https://youtu.be/qUGXP9gbQoM
• Visit YouTube and search for "Jesus Loves Me," Chris 

Tomlin. https://youtu.be/ljpO1jDEwD8

Word
Scripture Reading: Matthew 21:23–32
Appoint one or more readers to read the passage from 

the Bible. 

• Divide the Scripture passage into short 
sections for selected readers to read 
aloud.

Lesson and 
Discussion 

(20 minutes)

Stepping into the Footsteps of People in Bible 
Times

Printables: Columns (4 card stock copies); Three 
Footstep templates; Character quotations

Reader’s Theater
Printables: Copies of the Reader’s Theater script (one 
for each actor)

• Copy and, if necessary, cut out the 
printables.

• Copy the printables.

Continue to 
Worship 
(10 minutes)

Creed
Apostle’s Creed (or preferred statement of belief )

Prayer of Confession (or another prayer/confession 
from the prayer book)

Offering and Closing

What It All Means: Small Groups Divided by Age (10 minutes)

Wrap Up
(5 minutes)

Recap, pray, and distribute take-home pages

Pre-K / Kindergarten 
Game: Return to God

Lower Elementary 
Activity: Open Up

Materials:
•  Enough small objects for each 

person, could be straws or boxes of 
raisins

Upper Elementary 
Diving into Scripture: 
Understanding the Parable 

Game: Turn Away and Obey

Materials:
•  Hula hoops (one for every three 

children)

•  Sinister/dreary music played on 
piano or device

https://youtu.be/qUGXP9gbQoM
https://youtu.be/ljpO1jDEwD8
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THE LESSON & LITURGY
Bible Background 
for Leader

Worship
We Gather

Prepare for Worship 
Greet the children and assign or ask children to choose a job for 

today’s service (examples include readers, acolytes, offertory, crucifer, 
etc.).

Opening Acclamation 
With enthusiasm and boldness, say: I was glad when they said unto 

me, and children reply with enthusiasm in unison, We will go to the 
house of the Lord!

Candle Lighting 
Acolyte will go up and light the candles on the altar.
The leader and children say:

Leader: What do the candles mean?

Children: The Light of the World!

Leader: Who is the Light of the World?

Children: Jesus! 

Welcome and Greeting
The Temple 

Say: In Jesus’s day, the temple in Jerusalem was where the Jews 
worshiped God. One day Jesus arrived in Jerusalem and entered 
the temple. He saw people trying to make money for themselves by 
selling animals for sacrifices at unfair prices, and this made him very 
angry. He turned over their tables, and their money went flying. He 
told them that the temple is a house of prayer. After that, he healed 
blind and lame people at the temple. Today’s Scripture reading takes 
place the next day when Jesus returned to the temple to teach. 

Songs
“Lord, I Need You” 
"Jesus Loves Me"
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The first century Jews were dissatisfied liv-
ing under the rule of Rome. They believed a 
prophet was coming who would judge the 
wicked and herald the restoration of the 
kingdom of God’s people (see Malachi 4:5). 
The Jews had the expectation that when God 
restored their kingdom, the Gentiles would 
be cleansed from their land. They would get 
their land back, rule themselves, and their 
kingdom would be restored to the way it 
was before they went into exile. This is the 
kind of kingdom the elders and chief priests 
were expecting. 

Many Jews thought that John the Baptist 
was this prophet (Matthew 21:26). John bap-
tized Jews and Gentiles in the Jordan River. It 
was a baptism of repentance in which people 
confessed their sin, repented, and received 
forgiveness. Most Jews believed that they 
were God’s chosen people and were saved 
simply by being born into a Jewish family and 
keeping the Law. John’s ministry challenged 
this status quo by requiring Jews to come to 
God the same way as Gentiles: through bap-
tism, confession, and repentance. It required 
humility for a Jew to be baptized like a Gen-
tile, as it implied that salvation did not come 
through Jewish lineage or obedience to the 
Law. Everyone had to come to God the same 
way. 

John also pointed to Jesus as the Messiah. 
John heralded a new idea of the chosen peo-
ple, the Promised Land, and the conquering 
King. John’s ministry and proclamations are 
far outside of the expectations the Jews had 
for the restoration of God’s kingdom. 

Today’s Scripture reading takes place 
during the season of Passover. Jesus has just 
made his triumphal entry into Jerusalem to 
come and celebrate the Passover. During this 
season of high hopes and expectations, many 
are wondering if he is the Messiah they’ve 
been waiting for to deliver them and restore 
the Davidic kingdom. The day before this pas-
sage takes place, he overturned the tables of 
the money changers in the temple, he healed 
blind and lame people, and he was praised by 
children saying, “Hosanna to the Son of David.” 
The chief priests and elders now want an an-
swer as to why he thinks he has the authority 
to do those things.
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Word 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 21:23–32

Have reader(s) among the children come to the front and read their designated 
portion of the passage. At the end the final reader says: The Word of the Lord, and 
children respond, Thanks be to God!

LESSON AND DISCUSSION
 Activity: Stepping into the Footsteps of People in  

Bible Times
Invite the children to experience the story through the 

footsteps of the characters. Assign the following roles and 
hand them their strips of paper that tell them what to say. 
(Note: for any of these roles, you can use more or fewer 
children to play the roles and adapt the lesson to your class 
size):

• The Temple (four children from the Pre-K-
Kindergarten group to stand up front and hold 
pictures of temple columns)

• Elders/Chief Priests (four readers)
• John the Baptist (one reader)
• Sinners (four readers)

Jesus told a parable in today’s Scripture reading. 
Who were the people listening to him, and what were 
they like? Lay out the different footsteps at the front—
one pair of footsteps for the elders and chief priests, another 
pair of footsteps for John the Baptist, and a third set of footsteps 
for the sinners. Let’s find out by imagining what life was like for them and by 
standing in their footsteps. This will help us better understand what Jesus said 
to them. Listen as I describe our audience.

Have the children holding pictures of the temple columns come stand up front 
to represent the temple.

Next have the children acting as the elders and chief priests come up front and 
stand on or near the footsteps labeled “Elders/Chief Priests.” 

Say: These people were in charge of the temple. They had the job of 
governing the Jewish people. They were powerful and wealthy. 

How did they think of themselves? The Israelites were God’s chosen people. 
The elders and chief priests were Jewish and believed they were righteous and 
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acceptable to God because they were born into the family of Israelites. It was 
very important for them to flaunt their obedience—to be sure everyone saw 
them doing the “right” things.  

The Jewish people weren’t in charge of their own kingdom, Israel. The 
Romans were in charge. They had high hopes that God would one day give 
them back their kingdom and land, forcing the Gentiles and non-Jews to leave. 
They were hoping for a leader who would come and stop the Romans from 
ruling them and help them rule themselves.

The chief priests and elders didn’t like what Jesus was doing. Children and 
adults were praising him and many Jews were wondering if he was the leader 
they had been waiting for. The chief priests and elders didn’t want people 
following Jesus so they were trying to stop him. They thought they could trap 
him by getting him to say the wrong thing. That’s why they challenged him in 
the temple.

Ask the children acting as elders and chief priests to read their lines:

• “The Jews are God’s chosen people. Abraham is one of my ancestors, so I am 
born acceptable to God.”

• “I am important and I am in charge of the temple. I am righteous because I 
follow the laws.”

• “Who will be our leader and save us from Romans ruling over us?”
• “Who will help us get our land back?”

Next have the child acting as John the Baptist come up front and step into the 
footsteps labeled “John the Baptist.” Say: John was a Jewish prophet. He told 
the chief priests and elders that being born an Israelite wasn’t enough to be 
acceptable to God. He called people to repent and turn away from their sins. 
When they confessed their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River (Matthew 
3:1–12). He announced that the kingdom of God was coming soon and he 
pointed to Jesus as the Messiah. 

Ask the child playing the part of John the Baptist to read his line: “Repent! Turn 
from your sins!”

Finally, ask the children playing the part of the sinners to come up front and 
stand on or near the footsteps labeled “Sinners.” Say: Jews and Gentiles were 
listening to John. Many of them believed his teaching and recognized that 
they were sinners. Sin is anything a person does or thinks that isn’t pleasing to 
God. Some of the people that John baptized had done really bad things, so the 
Israelites thought they were the worst of sinners. 

Ask the children playing the part of the sinners to read their lines:

• “I am not perfect. I have made some mistakes in my life. I know that God 
forgives me.” 
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• “I wasn’t born Jewish and I don’t know all the Jewish laws. I know that God 
has come near to me.” 

• “I confessed my sins and God has forgiven me!” 
• “I was born Jewish, but now I understand that that isn’t what makes me 

righteous before God.”

Children remain in their places for the next part of the lesson.

Reader’s Theater
Now that you have a better understanding of the people 

in our passage, let’s read it again and act it out this time. A 
leader, volunteer, or older student can read the part of Jesus. 
Assemble the children representing the pillars of the temple. 
Additional children can act as people listening to Jesus’s 
teaching. Provide a script to the elder and the chief priest.

The children return to their seats.

Discussion
 X In the story that Jesus told, the father asked his sons to 

perform a regular, everyday task—go and work in the vineyard. What 
did the first son say? What did he do? What did the second son say? What did 
he do?

 X Which son honored his father? Lead the children in a discussion toward 
understanding that each son made a mistake. Neither of them really cared about 
what their father asked them to do. Instead, their hearts were set on what they 
wanted. While the first son gave his father the right answer, his heart wasn’t 
committed to obedience. The second son was initially disobedient but then 
recognized his sin and repented. 

 X What should you do when you sin? God wants us to have humble hearts, not 
thinking too highly of ourselves. When we sin, he wants us to confess it, receive 
his forgiveness, and be willing to change. When we do that, we’re walking in 
humility and serving God, not ourselves. Jesus cares more about our hearts being 
humble than about us acting like we are perfect. He is the only perfect one. 
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Continue to Worship
Creed 

(Leader may choose preferred statement of belief.)

The Apostles’ Creed
I BELIEVE in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.   Amen.

Prayer of Confession
(Leader may also choose a prayer/confession from the prayer book.) 

Leader: The Lord be with you.

Children: And also with you.

Leader: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us your Word so that 
we can understand your will and grow close to you. Right now, we ask you to 
forgive us the things that we have done wrong. We are sorry and are willing to 
change. We also ask you to help us forgive those who have done unkind things 
to us. We forgive them. Thank you, Lord, for loving us so much! We pray in 
Jesus’s holy name. Amen. 
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Offering
Ask the offertory volunteer to come up. The volunteer walks around with the 

basket, collecting the offering. The child then brings the basket back to the altar 
and bows, then returns to sit down. You may play music or lead a song during the 
offertory.

Closing 
Put Out the Candles

Call the acolyte to come up and extinguish the candles.

Leader: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Children: Thanks be to God. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

What It All Means 
Divide children into age groups for follow-up activities.
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What It All Means 

Pre-K / Kindergarten  
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Game: Return to God 
In the parable Jesus told, the son that honored his father was the one who chose to obey 

him in the end. You can have a humble heart by choosing to obey God and your parents. 
If you realize you are making a wrong choice, you can choose to stop and turn away from 
the wrong choice and obey. God never stops loving us, even when we are disobeying. We 
can respond to his love by turning away from disobedience and obeying. Have the children 
repeat after you and chant: “Turn away and obey.”

Clear a large space in the room. Stand in the center of the space, and have the children stand 
in a circle around you. Tell them that in this game, you are representing God. Say: When we 
disobey God, it is like we are walking away from him. But he loves us so much that he calls 
us back to him. All we have to do is "Turn away and obey!" We can run back to him and be 
welcomed every time. Let's make actions to show what this looks like. Prompt all the children 
to turn around and slowly walk away from you. When you say, "Come back! God loves you!," 
the children should say, "Turn away and obey!" Then, they will rush back to you, and give you a 
hug/high five/fist bump (or whatever joyful motion you prefer). Repeat this a few times so the 
children really get the idea of walking away from God, being lovingly called back, and returning 
with joy.
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What It All Means 

Lower Elementary  
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Activity: Open Up 
Materials:
•  Enough small objects for each person, could be straws or boxes of raisins

Make a tight fist with your hand. Hold your fist out in front of you in a vertical position 
and squeeze it hard. Now keep it like that until I say to stop. I would like to give something 
to each of you. Walk around to each child and dramatically attempt to put a straw, a small box 
of raisins, or something similar in each person’s hand. It’s not working. You don’t want what I 
have to give you! Let’s try again. This time, hold your hand in a similar position, but relax 
it and make it much looser. See if you can receive the gift I have for you. Walk around again, 
inserting the object into their hands. Oh good! I’m so glad that you could receive the gift that 
time.

What made it so hard the first time? And what made it easier the second time? (Allow 
time for them to answer.) Our hearts can be just like your fists were. Sometimes we can’t 
receive the good things God has for us because we are so focused on holding tightly to our 
own way. When our hearts are like that, we might be like the chief priests and elders in the 
story who didn’t even recognize when Jesus was among them. But when we loosen our grip 
on getting our way; when we don’t think so highly of ourselves; when we are open to God 
working the way he works, then we can receive the good things he has for us.
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What It All Means 

Upper Elementary  
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Diving into Scripture: Understanding the Parable
A parable is a story that teaches a lesson. Jesus often used parables to send a message. In 

the parable about the sons in the vineyard, he is sending a message that the people around 
him are just like these two sons. Think about what you learned today when you stepped into 
the shoes of the people from Bible times. 

•    Which son is being compared to the elders and chief priests?
•    Which son is being compared to the sinners?
•    Remember how the chief priests and elders demanded that Jesus tell them by whose 

authority he is doing things? Why do they not recognize his actions as coming by 
God’s authority?

Lead the children into understanding that the chief priests and elders would have to humble 
themselves in order to recognize Jesus as the Lord. They would have to think less highly of 
themselves and let go of their plans for how their kingdom should be run. They would have to 
recognize that they are sinners just like everyone else, in need of God’s forgiveness. If they did 
that, they would be a part of the different kind of kingdom that Jesus was bringing—a kingdom 
of humbly serving others.

Game: Turn Away and Obey
Materials:
•  Hula hoops
•  Sinister/dreary music played on piano or device

Everyone is a sinner. When a disciple of Jesus recognizes his or her sin, it’s an opportunity 
to immediately practice turning to Jesus for forgiveness.

Object of the Game: 
•    Turn away from sin and toward Jesus as fast as you can by making it into a hula hoop before 

the music stops.
•    Avoid being an elder or chief priest.

Procedure:
1. Disperse the hula hoops at one end of the room.
2. Assemble the children at the end of the room in front of the hula hoops (standing position).
3. Play a dreary or sinister song. Children walk around the room, in the opposite direction of the 

hula hoops.
4. When the music stops, they must get to the inside of a hula hoop as fast as they can 

(following any safety precautions you provide) and kneel. 
5. If they can’t make it to the inside of a hula hoop, they are elders and chief priests and they are 

out. (If you have a highly engaged group, you could have the elders and chief priests standing 
around quoting statements from their character descriptions.)

6. Take away a hula hoop and continue until only one person is left.
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Wrap Up
Remember this week that Jesus is a friend of sinners. He 

came to rescue us from our sin while we were still sinners, 
not while we were acting perfectly. When you realize you are 
sinning, you can exercise a humble heart by choosing to go 
straight to him with repentance. What do you do when you 
sin? Children reply: “Turn away and obey!” Have them repeat the 
phrase again, encouraging enthusiasm. 

Children line up to meet their parents. Hand them a “Walk It All Week” take-
home page and lead them into church.
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(Elder/Chief Priest) 
“The Jews are God’s chosen 
people. Abraham is one of 
my ancestors, so I am born 

acceptable to God.” 

(Elder/Chief Priest)  
“I am important and I am in 
charge of the temple. I am 

righteous because I follow the 
laws.”

 
(Elder/Chief Priest)  

“Who will be our leader and save 
us from Romans ruling over us?” 

(Elder/Chief Priest)  
“Who will help us get our land 

back?” 

(John the Baptist) 
“Repent! Turn from your sins!”

(Sinner) 
“I am not perfect. I have made 

some mistakes in my life. I 
know that God forgives me.” 

(Sinner) 
“I wasn’t born Jewish, and I don’t 
know all the Jewish laws. I know 
that God has come near to me.” 

(Sinner)  
“I confessed my sins and God 

has forgiven me!” 

(Sinner)  
“I was born Jewish, but now I 

understand that that isn’t what 
makes me righteous before God.”
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ELDER/CHIEF PRIEST
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JOHN THE BAPTIST
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SINNER
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Reader's Theater Script
Characters:

JESUS
CHIEF PRIEST
ELDER

JESUS enters and stands at temple courts, teaching.

JESUS     “Suppose outsiders want to follow me and serve me. They want to love 
me and worship me. … And they are faithful in keeping my covenant. … I will 
give them joy in my house. They can pray there.” (Isaiah 56:6)

CHIEF PRIEST and ELDER are standing off to the side, talking to one another.

ELDER     Let’s go and argue with what JESUS is teaching. 

CHIEF PRIEST     Yes, maybe we can trap him into saying the wrong thing.

CHIEF PRIEST and ELDER walk over to JESUS.

CHIEF PRIEST     By what authority are you doing these things?

ELDER     And who gave you this authority?

JESUS     I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by 
what authority I am doing these things. John’s baptism: where did it come from? 
Was it from heaven, or from men?

CHIEF PRIEST and ELDER go off to the side to talk together.

CHIEF PRIEST     What should we say? If we say he has authority from God, 
we’ll be agreeing with John that Jesus is sent from God to take away the sins of 
the world. I don’t believe that! I don’t need him to take away my sins.
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ELDER     But if we say that John was just a man and not a prophet, all the 
people listening may rise against us. They believe that John was sent from God. 

CHIEF PRIEST     Let’s just say we don’t know.

CHIEF PRIEST and ELDER return to JESUS.

ELDER     We don’t know.

JESUS     Then I won’t tell you by what authority I am doing these things either. 
There was a father with two sons. He said to the first son, “Go and work in the 
vineyard today.” The boy refused, but later thought better of it and went anyway. 
Then the father told his other son the same thing: “Go work in the vineyard 
today.” The son said, “Yes, I will go.” But that son changed his mind and didn’t 
go. What do you think? Which of the two sons did what his father wanted him 
to do?

ELDER and CHIEF PRIEST     The first son.

JESUS     I am telling you the truth. The sinners are entering the kingdom of 
God ahead of you. John came to you to show you the right way to live. And you 
did not believe him. But the sinners did. You saw this. But even then you did not 
turn away from your sins and believe.

READERS THEATER: Page 2
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Develop a humble heart this week by considering 
others above yourself. Try to choose just one thing 
from the following list (or make up your own) and 

focus on doing it this week:
    � If there is only one cookie left or one serving of 

a delicious meal remaining, allow someone else to 
enjoy it. 
    � Let someone else go ahead of you in a line. 

    � When playing with others, let someone else choose 
what you play, and play it with a happy attitude—
even if it isn’t what you wanted.

Temple Conflicts: By What 
Authority
}}} Scripture: Matthew 21:23–32
}}} Big Idea: God calls people to 

recognize their own sin and their 
need for him. Having a repentant 
heart that is willing to change and 
follow Jesus is more important than 
having all the right answers and 
appearing perfect. 
}}}Memory Verse: “I have not come 

to get those who think they are right 
with God to follow me. I have come 
to get sinners to follow me.” 
Matthew 9:13

Remember
God wants you to have a humble heart. This will help you hear 

from him and receive from him. Here are some ways you can choose 
humility:

• When you sin, confess it and receive forgiveness.
• If you realize you are disobeying, turn away and obey!
• Consider others above yourself.
• Believe that Jesus is the only perfect one, and expect him to show 

up and do great things. 

Memory Verse Activity
Write the memory verse with a white crayon on a white piece of 

paper. Paint the paper. Display your art somewhere visible to help you 
memorize it this week.

Action

   Why do we need to confess our sin?

   Read the Confession of Sin* together and 
discuss why it is significant to you personally.

   Share a time when you experienced forgiveness 
from God or from someone else.  

TA
LKTable

WEEK 6 

Walk It All Week

* Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For 
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

HEARTS 
ALIVE
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LessOn Overview
The children will learn what the 
symbols of the vineyard, the 
vineyard owner, and the renters 
meant to the people listening to 
Jesus’s parable. The Jewish leaders 
were living like they owned the 
vineyard (God’s kingdom/their 
lives), and rejecting the plans God 
had for his kingdom. The children 
will learn that they also can 
choose to put God in the middle 
of their vineyard (their lives) or put 
themselves at the center of their 
lives. Anyone who trusts in Jesus 
is a part of God’s kingdom. Jesus is 
the cornerstone of the foundation 
of God’s kingdom and, without him, 
the building crumbles. This point 
is emphasized through the large 
group activity of constructing a 
building with boxes.

Big Idea: 
Rejecting Jesus destroys lives. Trust that 
Jesus is the way of God’s redemption. 

MemOry Verse: 
“Christ is the living Stone. People did not 

accept him. But God chose him. God 
places the highest value on him.”  

1 Peter 2:4

Temple COnflicts: 
Parable Of the 
Vineyard Owner

Matthew 21:33–46

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Year A |  Fall  |  Week 7
Proper 22, Lectionary 27
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Week 7 Lesson Outline Activity and Supplies To Prepare 

Worship
(15 minutes)

We Gather
Welcome and Greeting

All About Symbols
Printables: Symbols Coloring Page (one copy for each 
child)

• Markers/crayons in baskets or boxes

Songs
• Optional: Music player with Web access
• Visit YouTube and search for "My Feet Are on the 

Rock," I Am They. https://youtu.be/20axoZJDUeE
• Visit YouTube and search for “Cornerstone,” Hillsong. 

https://youtu.be/a3HH__-1Zbs

Word
Scripture Reading: Matthew 21:33–46
Appoint one or more readers to read the passage from 

the Bible. 

• Copy the printables.
• Have baskets or boxes of crayons/
markers available throughout the room.

• Divide the Scripture passage into short 
sections for selected readers to read 
aloud.

Lesson and 
Discussion 

(20 minutes)

Activity: Building a Foundation with the Most 
Important Stone

Materials:
• 1 cereal box or block for each child
• 1 cardboard box or block that is larger and stronger 

than the other boxes or blocks

Continue to  
Worship 
(10 minutes)

Creed
Apostle’s Creed (or preferred statement of belief )

Prayer of Confession (or another prayer/confession 
from the prayer book)

Offering and Closing

What It All Means: Small Groups Divided by Age (10 minutes)

Wrap Up
(5 minutes)

Recap, pray, and distribute take-home pages

Pre-K / Kindergarten 
Activity: The Most Important 
Stone

Materials:
•  1 egg carton for each child
•  Craft sticks (at least 8 for each 

child)
• Resealable sandwich bags

To Prepare: Cut apart the egg cartons so 
that each child receives 12 egg “cups.” If 
desired, paint colorfully.

Lower Elementary 
Activity: We Are the Living 
Stones

Printables: Labels

Materials:
• 6 pool noodles—5 in the same 
color; 1, a different color  
• Tape 

To Prepare: Copy and cut out the printa-
bles. Tape the “Jesus” label to the noodle 
of a different color. Tape the remaining 
labels, one each, to the 5 noodles of the 
same color.

Upper Elementary 
Activity: Who I Am in Christ

Printables: Cube (one card stock copy 
for each child)

Materials:
• Scissors 
• Tape 
• Markers/crayons 

To Prepare: Copy the printables.

https://youtu.be/20axoZJDUeE
https://youtu.be/a3HH__-1Zbs
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Worship
We Gather

Prepare for Worship 
Greet the children and assign or ask children to choose a job for 

today’s service (examples include readers, acolytes, offertory, crucifer, 
etc.).

Opening Acclamation 
With enthusiasm and boldness, say: I was glad when they said unto 

me, and children reply with enthusiasm in unison, We will go to the 
house of the Lord!

Candle Lighting 
Acolyte will go up and light the candles on the altar.
The leader and children say:

Leader: What do the candles mean?

Children: The Light of the World!

Leader: Who is the Light of the World?

Children: Jesus! 

Welcome and Greeting
All About Symbols

When children arrive, give them the symbols 
coloring page. Allow the children to work on 
coloring the symbols on the page. Ask them to 
think about what comes to their mind when they 
see each symbol. If the children are old enough, 
have them write a word underneath each symbol. 
Go through each symbol and ask children to share 
what they thought of when they saw the picture. 
Point out that everyone thought of similar ideas 
when they saw the picture. 

Say: These pictures are symbols—they represent an idea, a place, 
or an event. When the Israelites heard the word vineyard, they all 
would have thought of the same thing: God’s chosen people, the 

First century Jews would have been familiar 
with the imagery of a vineyard and its symbol-
ism in the Scriptures. In Isaiah 5:1–7, Isaiah 
states that the Lord has a vineyard and it is the 
Israelites, his chosen people. Isaiah describes 
how the owner of the vineyard (God) chose 
a fertile hillside, planted the best vines, and 
did everything necessary to produce a good 
crop. But the vineyard (Israel) only yielded bad 
fruit. The original Jewish hearer would have 
realized that Jesus’s parable was referring to 
them. God is the owner of the vineyard and 
the Jewish leaders are the tenant farmers. 
The vineyard is the kingdom of God. Jesus’s 
parable is a judgment on the condition of 
Israel and especially on the Jewish leaders. 
The wicked vineyard of Isaiah is still wicked. 

The passages preceding this parable show 
how the Jewish leaders are not living their 
lives or running the temple in the way God 
commands in the Scriptures. They were us-
ing religion for personal gain. One example 
was the exchange of money taking place in 
the temple—it was part of an unjust system 
that financially profited the Jewish leaders. 
This unethical practice led Jesus to overturn 
the tables in the temple and chase out the 
cheating merchants. 

Messianic psalms are psalms that the He-
brew community recognized as prophetic: 
they pointed to the future Messiah. In this 
passage, Jesus quotes Psalm 118, a messianic 
psalm. The first part of Psalm 118 is most likely 
looking back to God’s deliverance of Israel 
from Egypt. Rabbis during the first century 
would have taught that the second part of the 
psalm was looking forward to and expressing 
Israel’s hope that the Messiah would deliver 
them again and restore the nation of the 
Jews. By referencing Psalm 118 Jesus was 
suggesting that the son who was thrown out 
of the vineyard and killed was also the chief 
cornerstone in God’s plan for rebuilding his 
kingdom, Jesus himself. 

Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah for the 
Jews. He warns them that their rejection of 
him will only lead to their destruction. He is 
the firm foundation of the church today—of 
all who trust him and follow him. 
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Israelites. That’s because a vineyard, which is a field filled with growing vines 
of grapes, was a common symbol from their Scriptures that represented God’s 
people. The owner or keeper of the vineyard was understood to be the Lord. 
In today’s Scripture reading, Jesus tells a parable to Jewish leaders who were 
questioning his authority. After worship, we will learn what Jesus says about a 
vineyard. 

Songs
"My Feet Are on the Rock"
"Cornerstone"

Word 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 21:33–46

Have reader(s) among the children come to the front and read their designated 
portion of the passage. At the end the final reader says: The Word of the Lord, and 
children respond, Thanks be to God!

Lesson and Discussion
 Activity: Building a Foundation with the Most  

Important Stone
Say: In ancient times, the cornerstone was the first and most important stone 

that was put down when constructing a building’s foundation. It was placed in 
a corner and made the foundation walls straight. The foundation is the bottom 
layer of the building. It has to be very strong and straight, not crooked. The 
cornerstone is usually larger than the other stones. The placement of all the 
other stones in the building depends on the position of the cornerstone. If the 
cornerstone isn’t straight, the other stones won’t be either. 

Provide each child with at least one box or block and explain that you will all 
work together to build a building. Give one child a larger and stronger box or 
block—the cornerstone. Then, follow these instructions:

1. Explain what a cornerstone is and see if they can figure out who has the 
cornerstone for the building. That child begins by placing the cornerstone 
on the floor. Invite a few more children to place their boxes or blocks on this 
bottom layer, pointing out that this is the foundation.

2. Children continue to add boxes on top of the others to form a building, until 
no more boxes remain. 

3. The children sit down a safe distance away from the building and observe 
their construction.
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4. Ask them what would happen if you removed the most important stone of 
the building. Listen to their predictions and then build their anticipation by 
asking if they want to find out what would happen.

5. Remove the cornerstone. 
6. Discuss what happened, emphasizing that without the most important 

stone, the whole building falls. Remind them that Jesus said he was the most 
important stone of all. 

Discussion
 X If the owner of the vineyard is a symbol for God, then who does the son of the 

owner represent?

 X What did the farmers who were renting the vineyard do to the son? 

 X Who do the farmers renting the vineyard represent?

 X Do the Israelites act like it is God’s vineyard or their vineyard?

 X Jesus said he is the most important stone. What did Jesus say would happen to 
the Israelites if they reject the most important stone?

 X How can you allow God to be at the center of your life? What are some ways 
that you can put him first?

Say: The farmers or renters represent the Israelite leaders who were 
questioning Jesus’s authority. The Lord loves his people (the Israelites and their 
leaders) and has a redemptive plan to save them from their sin. First, the Lord 
sent them prophets, who were messengers, to warn them to turn from their 
wickedness and choose to follow him. You can read what these prophets told 
the Israelites in the Old Testament. These prophets were killed, beaten, and 
stoned, just like the servants in today’s story. So now God is sending his very 
own precious Son to give his people—the Israelites, whom he loves—another 
chance to be saved from their sin. 

Just like the owner of the vineyard who has done everything he can to take 
care of his vineyard, the Lord has provided for his people and given them many 
opportunities to turn to him and trust him. They haven’t followed God with 
their hearts. And now many of the Israelites are rejecting God’s very own Son, 
Jesus. 

The Israelites had always thought of themselves as God’s chosen people, a 
nation and race that inhabited a specific place on earth. But through Jesus, God 
redefines who his holy people are. Now anyone who believes and trusts in Jesus 
as his Messiah is a part of the Kingdom of God and belongs to God as his child 
forever. Isn’t that good news?
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Continue to Worship
Creed 

(Leader may choose preferred statement of belief.)

The Apostles’ Creed
I BELIEVE in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.   Amen.

Prayer of Confession
(Leader may also choose a prayer/confession from the prayer book.) 

Leader: The Lord be with you.

Children: And also with you.

Leader: Let us pray. Heavenly Father, thank you for giving us your Word so that 
we can understand your will and grow close to you. Right now, we ask you to 
forgive us the things that we have done wrong. We are sorry and are willing to 
change. We also ask you to help us forgive those who have done unkind things 
to us. We forgive them. Thank you, Lord, for loving us so much! We pray this in 
Jesus’s holy name. Amen. 
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Offering
Ask the offertory volunteer to come up. The volunteer walks around with the 

basket, collecting the offering. The child then brings the basket back to the altar 
and bows, then returns to sit down. You may play music or lead a song during the 
offertory.

Closing 
Put Out the Candles

Call the acolyte to come up and extinguish the candles.

Leader: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Children: Thanks be to God. Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

What It All Means 
Divide children into age groups for follow-up activities.
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What It All Means 

Pre-K / Kindergarten 
Activity: The Most Important Stone 

Materials:
•  1 egg carton for each child
•  Craft sticks (at least 8 for each child)
•  Resealable sandwich bags

To Prepare: Cut apart the egg cartons so that each child receives 12 egg “cups.” If desired, paint 
colorfully.

Say: In today’s Scripture reading, we saw that the people who were questioning Jesus 
didn’t believe he was their Savior sent from God. Jesus told a story to show them that 
their life was like a vineyard. They were living their lives the way they wanted to, instead 
of considering God’s way. They were saying no to Jesus. But for the people who say yes to 
Jesus, he is the most valuable and important stone of their lives. 

When we choose to put ourselves in the middle of our vineyard and live life thinking 
about what we want, then we are like the Israelites who said no to Jesus. If Jesus isn’t your 
cornerstone, your house will eventually fall, just like in the game we played. God calls us to 
build our lives with Jesus as the most important stone in our building. Then our lives will be 
strong!

Provide the class with the prepared individual sections of egg cartons—12 pieces cut out from 
the bottom of each egg carton for each student. You can paint these ahead of time to make 
them more visually appealing or send them home with the children to paint. Have the children 
line them up in a square shape, open side down. Place a craft stick on top of each side of the 
square. This is the foundation of the building. Invite them to continue constructing their building 
however they would like to. There are many possibilities. You can send carton pieces and craft 
sticks home with students in resealable plastic bags. 
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What It All Means 

Lower Elementary  
Activity: We Are the Living Stones

Printables: Labels
Materials:
•  6 pool noodles—5 in the same color; 1, a different color  
•  Tape 

To Prepare: Copy and cut out the printables. Tape the “Jesus” label to the noodle of a different color. Tape 
the remaining labels, one each, to the 5 noodles of the same color.

Say: In this exercise, let’s pretend that the pool noodles are stones. Place one pool noodle 
with the label “Jesus” on it in the middle of the floor. This is the most important stone of the 
building. And who is the most important stone? (Jesus is the most important stone.) To the 
people who didn’t believe that Jesus was sent from God to save them from their sins, Jesus 
was like a stone that they tripped over, causing them to fall. 

Half of the group lines up at one end of the room, facing the other half of the class at the 
other end. Put the pool noodle between them. Remind them that in today’s Scripture reading, 
Jesus told a story to answer Pharisees who doubted his authority. One side calls out, “We are the 
Pharisees!” Then the other side calls out, “Yah! Who gave Jesus authority?” (To get them engaged, 
enthusiastically demonstrate this first for them, as a call and response that has a rhythm.) 
Instruct Pharisees on one side of the room to walk across the room and fall over the pool noodle. 
Repeat this activity several times, allowing everyone to play both parts. 

Say: People who believe that Jesus saves them from their sins are choosing to let God be 
the God of their lives. They are like living stones of a building that has Jesus as its strong 
foundation. These people who belong to God are holy and acceptable to God because Jesus 
is holy and acceptable to God. When we trust Jesus as our Savior, God looks at us and sees us 
as perfectly holy. That’s because Jesus gives us his holiness. Some days we feel great. Other 
days we might feel sad or struggle with sin. But if we trust in Jesus, then the way God views 
us never changes! On our good days or our tough days, we are always holy and acceptable 
to God because of what Jesus has done for us—not because of anything we’ve done or not 
done. That’s why having Jesus as the most important stone “… is wonderful in our eyes” 
(Matthew 21:42). 

Distribute pool noodles to the children (share if necessary). Each pool noodle has a piece of 
paper taped to it with one of the following sentences on it:

•    We belong to God. 
•    God brought us into his wonderful light. 
•    We are holy. 

•    We are acceptable to God. 
•    We trust in God and we’ll never be put 

to shame. 

Have each child read aloud what their pool noodle says. Then use the noodles to build a 
structure. Be sure to put the most important stone, the noodle labeled Jesus, at the bottom of 
the structure. 
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Wrap Up
We, the followers of Christ, are the church! Assuming we 

are like a building, who is the most important stone in our 
building? (Jesus!) Who are the living stones? (We are!)  

Children line up to meet their parents. Hand them a “Walk It 
All Week” take-home page and lead them into church. 

What It All Means 

Upper Elementary  

Activity: Who I Am in Christ
Printables: Cube (one card stock copy for each child)
Materials:
•  Scissors 
•  Tape 
•  Markers/crayons 

To Prepare: Copy the printables.

Ask if there is a child who can describe what a cornerstone is and why it is the most important 
stone in the building. Briefly review how all the stones in the building are dependent on the 
position of the cornerstone. Say: It also says in the Bible that people who trust in Jesus are 
like living stones. When we choose to believe that Jesus is our Savior, we become holy and 
acceptable to God because of the work of Jesus Christ. All of us who believe make up God’s 
kingdom, the church. Each person in God’s kingdom is like a living stone in a building, 
and Jesus is the most important stone of that building. Why? This is because our position 
before God is completely dependent on Jesus’s position before God. The life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus was perfect, and it will never change. That means that our position 
before God will never change—we are his much-loved children forever. 

If you trust in Jesus as your Savior, God views you as holy and acceptable whether you’ve 
had a day full of making good choices, a day full of making bad choices, or a mixture of 
both. That’s because you are a part of a building in which Jesus is the most important stone. 
God looks at the finished work of Christ, and his story tells the story of all the stones in the 
building. God’s kingdom is a living building that is adding more stones as others come to 
believe in Jesus.

Give each child a card stock cube template to represent the most important stone. Pass out 
markers or crayons. Children can color designs on the three blank sides. Individually or with a 
partner, have the children read 1 Peter 2:4–12. Fill in the sides of the cube that read, “Jesus is my 
cornerstone,” “Jesus is the Son of God,” and “I am a child of God.” Cut the cube out and fold it 
into a cube, using tape to seal it together.



112HEARTS 
ALIVEChildren’s Church  |  Year A |  Fall  |  Week 7



113HEARTS 
ALIVEChildren’s Church  |  Year A |  Fall  |  Week 7

Jesus is my 
cornerstone
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Temple Conflicts: Parable 
of the Vineyard Owner
}}} Scripture: Matthew 21:33–46
}}} Big Idea: Rejecting Jesus destroys 

lives. Trust that Jesus is the way of 
God’s redemption.
}}}Memory Verse: “Christ is the living 

Stone. People did not accept him. 
But God chose him. God places the 
highest value on him.” 1 Peter 2:4

Remember
Jesus was sent by God to save people from their sins. This was God’s 

plan for redeeming his people and having a relationship with them. 
But the Jewish leaders didn’t believe that Jesus was their Messiah. 
They refused to build their lives around God. Instead, they acted like 
farmers renting a vineyard. They knew they were treating the vineyard 
owner and his servants badly, but they didn’t care. They acted like 
they owned the vineyard and could run it however they wanted 
without consequence. 

Jesus warned them that rejecting him would eventually lead to their 
own destruction. Jesus said that he is like the most important stone in 
a building. It is a wonderful thing to trust him. It means that believers 
are holy and acceptable to God because of the finished, unchangeable 
work of Jesus Christ. We build our lives on Jesus, the strong and 
steady cornerstone of God!

   Talk about a big building 
you have visited. How 
high was it? Did you feel 
safe in this building? 
Why or why not? 
What would happen if 
someone pulled out the 
cornerstone (foundation) 
of the building? 

 Who is the cornerstone 
of your life? Who are you 
building your life on—Jesus 
or yourself? Which is 
stronger and steadier?

TA
LKTable

WEEK 7 

Walk It All Week

Action
This week, consider if you 
are making any choices that 
demonstrate you are caring more 
about what you want than what 
God has for you. Share this with your 
family. As a family, ask God to soften 
your hearts and give you strength to 
seek his way above your own. 

As a family sing "Cornerstone." 
(Have an adult visit YouTube and 
search for “Cornerstone,” Hillsong. 
https://youtu.be/a3HH__-1Zbs.)

Memory Verse Activity
Create something beautiful 

to remind you that Christ is the 
living stone. Find some stones 
that are semi-flat and wash 
them. Spread them out on a pan 
and have an adult place them 
in a 350-degree oven for ten 
to fifteen minutes. The adult 
will then safely transfer the hot 
stones to an area covered with 
newspaper. When the stones 
are warm, not hot, children can 
put crayon pieces on the rocks. 
Watch them melt and make 
designs on the rocks. Allow them 
to dry and then display them on 
a piece of paper where you have 
written 1 Peter 2:4. 

HEARTS 
ALIVE


