Overview of the worship scripts
from Dr. Marcia McFee
This Advent/Christmas series is designed to give you everything you need–all words,
hymn and song suggestions, choral and band suggestions, leader introductions, etc.
But, as with all of our worship series, also please know that if you want to adapt to fit
your current order of worship–and we expect and suggest that you do–you can easily lift
any of the suggested material and place it in a more familiar structure or change out any
of the suggestions (such as music) for something more beloved to your congregation.
Additionally, this year is unique in its challenges (could that have been the
understatement of the decade?). What I have done is to design these scripts in an “as
if” manner–imagining a congregation in a sanctuary–and then, to provide you with a
LOT of options for adapting these to fit our rapidly-changing situations when we get to
Advent (online, pre-recorded, live streamed, phone, self-directed hard copy, or inperson adapted worship).
This overview will give you a sense of what’s included each week in the order of
worship. The package also includes ideas for Visuals and Media, Small Group and
Individual Reflection Resource ideas, original music scores, and several Zoom sessions
to help prepare you and your choirs to offer recorded virtual music during the series. It
also includes “sermon fodder” commentary to help jumpstart your own preparations for
proclamation in this difficult time.
I have kept the worship fairly simple so that we can focus on making it deeply
meaningful without burning ourselves out. I have less congregational music than I
would normally have designed (only an opening and closing time of congregational
singing) because it is highly likely we will be adapting our participation for these (the
series comes with “Adaptations and Protocols for Singing” drawn from my work on the
© www.worshipdesignstudio.com/believe

1

Ecumenical Consultation on Protocols for Worship, Fellowship, and Sacraments). The
simplicity of the worship will then give you the chance to enhance what you can do
outside of weekly worship. We are excited to be collaborating with the Center for
Congregational Song in offering resources for what we call “Park, Porch, and Sidewalk
Sings” that you can organize one or multiple times during Advent and Christmas. Think
of it as socially-distanced caroling! We want to, as the title of this series says, “fill the
night with music and light.” This same concept can be further enhanced for Christmas
Eve, as we perhaps offer an online service and a chance for people to come to the
church and walk a “path of light” at safe intervals throughout the evening.
I have not designed this Advent/Christmas
series avoiding music because of the
pandemic but instead the theme focuses
on music in a way that heightens our
music appreciation, offering a way to
enjoy music rather than simply mourn the
lack of it. This is an important aspect of this
particular focus this year. Whether folks
simply listen and watch hymns and songs
(if they are in an adapted in-person
situation), speak the words softly behind
masks as the music plays, or sing to the
best of their ability while watching at home,
we focus deeply on the poetry of the music
in order to enhance, I believe, our experience of it in a way we usually do not. We
discover “carols of resistance” written in times of oppression that can help us “raise our
voices” against injustice today. Additionally, the small group resource (one for adults,
one for youth) we’ve created invites people to watch documentaries that describe the
power of music to uplift in the midst of incredibly hard times. This will offer wonderful
fodder for sermons as well.
The order of worship is the same each week. This goes with the concept I teach that
repetition is a good thing and a solid foundation is necessary in order to be creative
within it. Doing series can give you the opportunity to try on a slightly different ways of
doing things for a season but keep it the same during that season, therefore offering
some sense of familiarity and a rhythm. I have written a
communion prayer for the series. Insert it in the weeks when
you do communion. If you do communion weekly, adapt my
scripts by using that script as a model for the other week’s
communion prayers, tweaking it to fit each week’s theme. As
always, adapt the communion prayer to fit your tradition.
The “Anchor Image” (main metaphor) for the series is the
luminary. I had the image of an empty and dark sanctuary
(the way most of our sanctuaries have been these last few
months) but with luminaries lining the aisles as a reminder
that this is the season when we proclaim that the light enters
into the dimly-lit places of our lives and hearts and illumines
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us with a liberating and comforting message. These will be fun and easy things for
people to create at home, use at home, and then perhaps bring to the church to use in
some way. And because we are using the graphic program Canva for our logo, you will
be able to make some luminaries and do a photo shoot of your sanctuary to replace
mine for a customized logo for your church.
My prayer is that–together–we can think of many ways to make this season special in
the midst of challenging times. We need your voice, we need your church, we need
your presence. I am honored to be part of your community as they raise their voices in
the ways we can to tell the world–do not be afraid!
Peace & Passion,
Dr. Marcia McFee

If you have not yet purchased this series, you can do so at:
www.worshipdesignstudio.com/believe
All Worship Design Studio subscribers get all our series (12 years and
counting) and educational materials and webinars for free.
www.worshipdesignstudio.com
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WE GATHER
Prelude
Your musicians select these. Since the theme is about “filling” the night with music and
light,” this could be a good opportunity to film your musicians playing outside
somewhere in town, outside the church, on a sidewalk or porch for replay in projected
media in the sanctuary or on live-stream and in pre-recorded online worship. If you are
doing our “Park, Porch, and Sidewalk Sings” during the season, you could use a
recordings of these as the weeks progress.

Welcome
One of the wonderful lessons we have learned with online worship is that there are
much better ways of getting “announcements” out than during worship. We suggest a
warm welcome here but there are other places in the service where you will see
opportunities to invite people to small groups and community activities.

Crossing the Threshold
A “threshold moment” is a concept I teach that introduces people to the journey and the
theme of the day at the beginning of the service so that everything is seen through that
lens. The threshold moment takes what we typically call an introit, call to worship and
opening prayer and puts it together in a moving experience of being immersed in the
theme. Music collaborator on this series, the incomparable Mark A. Miller, is lending one
of his most beloved anthem compositions to our series and it’s title, “I Believe, Even
When…” Each week one of the verses of this anthem will be sung as the “threshold”
into worship (musical scores for these opening moments are provided by Mark and we
will be having tutorials for churches to help you create video compilations of your choir
singing these) as the Advent candles are lit, a paragraph about the spiritual journey of
the day is presented, and prayers are prayed.
If you are doing online worship, you will be inviting people at home to recreate the
Advent wreath in their own homes and follow along with the ritual.

Opening Hymn/Song
We have chosen Advent hymns (for more “traditional/classic” worship) and songs (for
more “modern/contemporary” worship) as suggestions. WDS Associate, Chuck Bell, is
offering contemporary arrangements of the Advent hymns we choose. As always you
can also feel free to adapt our suggestions!
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Passing the Peace
We have decided to encourage you to invite your folks to use “body language” as signs
of peace–a slight bow, a peace sign, or sign language for “peace.” This ensures that this
can be done from a safe distance across the space if you are in an in-person adapted
situation.

WE PROCLAIM
Children’s Time to Shine
Because we want to allow children to stay located where they are in the sanctuary
rather than come forward (or speak to them online) WDS Associate Mark Burrows has
created an experience of learning about each week’s theme through sign language of a
verse of “This Little Light of Mine.” Then families and children can participate in creating
a video compilation of the whole song for use in Christmas Eve worship (we’ll teach you
how). Mark is also creating a separate film festival for children that families can do on
their own time during the week.

Isaiah Reading
This series is not based on the Revised Common Lectionary, however some of the
Isaiah passages do come from the Advent, Year B, selections. Even if you are
worshiping in a common space, we suggest you continue to include many people by
videoing them reading scripture and playing it online or through projected media. These
Isaiah passages are perfect for involving families and individuals in this way. We are
creating “visual liturgy” videos for these Isaiah readings that you can use and edit into
your online worship recordings with your own people reading or simply play as they
read if you are live in your sanctuary.

The Witness of Music
All through the Fall, Worship Design Studio will be working with your musicians to train
them in creating virtual choir anthems. We really felt called to offer a purposeful project
for choirs when they return in the Fall, a time when they might be feeling the pang of not
meeting and singing together even more acutely. By working on these this Fall, they will
have a repertoire of anthems ready for Advent. Mark Miller has chosen anthems that he
believes compliments the theme and that he will be offering as ready-made if you do not
have a choir or the technology to produce these yourself.
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Gospel Reading
This series utilizes the first chapter of the four Gospels–one each week of Advent. Each
one offers a different perspective on the Good News that was needed by the early
Christian community in which they were written. The Scriptures and Synopses
document is a good place to get a taste of the focus for each week related to the
scriptures. The order in which they fall is based on their relationship to the four Advent
“keywords”º–hope, love, joy, and peace. Yes, this order varies for different communities.
If your community is “stuck” on one that is different from this order, it is easy to switch
these services to adapt and accommodate a different order.

Sermon
See the Sermon Fodder document in the downloads for commentary about each week.
We offer a perspective on the scriptures for each week and some notes about examples
from the featured documentaries that could be used whether or not you have Small
Groups meeting to discuss the films. You could also use the sermon to weave in the
information about the Carol of Resistance that is sung as the closing hymn.

WE RESPOND
Litany of Belief
With a series called “I Believe…” it made sense to include an Affirmation of Faith in
some way. In this time of deep looking at the ways in which we have failed one another,
have let fear pit us against one another, it is also important to confess. And so the idea
of a “litany of belief” as a response to the sermon is one way to pair statements of
confession and affirmation together. We provide examples (or could go ahead and use
these if you want) and preachers could fashion their own based on the points in their
sermons. We also encourage worship teams to think about creating ways for the people
to fashion these as well and give you the “fill in the blank” structure of the statements to
help you do this. To give you an idea, here are the examples from Week 1 followed by
the common response that happens each week (with the change of the word “hope” to
“love,” “joy,” and “peace”):
I believe that we have looked the other way too many times AND
I believe that we are capable of facing reality and working for change.
I believe that our fear of difference has robbed us of compassion AND
I believe that we can look deeper and hold onto the things that we have in common.
I believe that our fear of doubt makes us stop asking tough questions AND
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I believe that asking tough questions in the face of injustice is faithful.
We believe, even when we are discouraged.
People: We believe, that when we are discouraged,
raising our voices for justice will offer us [hope]!

Prayers in the Stillness
We prepare for prayer with a never-before-published song by Mark Miller and his writing
partner, Lindy Thompson. They are publishing it just for this series and it is included in
the materials. You can listen to it HERE. The structure of prayers is left up to what will
feel most familiar to your congregation and they end with a Coda of the “Stillness” song.

Offering Announcement and
Opportunities to “Fill the Night” with [Hope]
Whether you are in the sanctuary or online, you will likely not be “passing the plate” in
this year of pandemic. Announce ways of giving appropriate to your church and
announce ways to offer through action this week, then finish with the Doxology, which
are words specific to this series sung to the tune of “Give Thanks.”
Believe, with a [hopeful] heart!
Believe, and shine your light!
Believe, because the song we sing is sung for all!
And now let the weak say, "I am strong;”
let the poor say, "I am rich
because of what our God has done for us.”
Believe!

WE GO FORTH
Carol of Resistance
Each week the story is told of a very familiar carol with perhaps a not-so-familiar story of
its origins rooted in tragedy, sorrow, resistance to war, and oppression. You will never
sing these carols the same way again.
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Benediction
The week’s Advent candle is held high for a blessing that acknowledges that we
“wait” (it is the season of waiting) and yet we do not wait to work to make the world a
better place. It ends with “And so, my friends, like bells ringing out the news…” at which
point, of course, handbells (if you have them) begin to ring and finish with a short
handbell Benediction. As with the choral music, if you are not in your sanctuary, or able
to safely ring in your sanctuary, we will be teaching you to make a video compilation of
your ringers to use each week (or you can use the one we provide).

Postlude

We hope this helps you get an at-a-glance feel for the scripts!
See the synopses and scriptures for every worship experience in the series HERE
If you haven’t purchased the series yet (free to WDS members), click HERE
If you’d like to see past Advent/Christmas fully-scripted series, click HERE
www.worshipdesignstudio.com/believe
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