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Enhancing our Baptismal  

and Baptismal Remembrance Rituals 

Direct link: https://youtu.be/_416y5e8Y4g 

In the Worship Design Studio, we place our educational material about 
sacraments in the Dramatic Arts section. Why? Because dramatic arts is 
about much more than skits, readings, dance and plays. Anytime we have 
ritual moments in our worship, we must imbue them with deep symbolism, 
heightened participation, and poetic languages (music, visuals, words and 
actions). 

In one of our monthly members-only webinars, we talked about “making 
ritual rich-ual” (or in my southern accent... “rich you-all!”) through enhancing 
our rituals of baptism and baptismal remembrance. There are lots of ideas 
in this webinar, including my description of a three-station water ritual that 
I’ve done many times in various contexts. I promised to give you the full-
blown script so you will find the “Journey to Discipleship” on the next 
pages. I’ve put suggested music in here but feel free to make it your own! 

    Peace & Passion, 
    Dr. Marcia 
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The Journey of Discipleship 
A Worship Experience of Water and the Spirit 

If you have flexible seating, the congregation is configured in rows facing 
one another with a wide aisle in the middle.  If not, just use a center aisle in 
the sanctuary for the journey. Each chair has a small piece of paper on it 
that disappears when placed in water.  There are three basins:  one at the 
back, the middle of the aisle, and the front of the room.  This worship 
gathering focuses on the constant journey of a disciple’s life - from 
cleansing waters of letting to, to baptismal waters, to servant waters (as 
exemplified in Jesus’ washing of feet - we will wash hands). 

WE GATHER 

Music as People Gather 

Opening Singing 
A gathering hymn such as “Gather Us In” is sung. 

Chalice Hymnal 284, Glory to God 401, The Faith We Sing / Sing the Faith 2236, 
Voices Together 10, Worship & Rejoice 649 

Gathering the Community 
Welcome and Announcements 

Music for Centering on God (Threshold Moment) 
Begin river sound effects (search “babbling brook” in iTunes) 

Leader:  Water is one of the most ancient symbols of our faith. 
It was water that the Israelites came through into freedom.  

It was water that Jesus was baptized in.  
It was water by which he called the disciples. 

It was water that he used to teach his disciples  
how to be servants to all. 

Today we take a Journey of our own Discipleship 
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through water and the Spirit. 
We let go of all things we do not need. 

We remember our belovedness. 
We recommit to serve others with joy. 

So let us now go down to the river to pray... 

“As I Went Down to the River to Pray” 
from O, Brother Where Art Thou 

SATB quartet or choir (could be placed surrounding the congregation) 
www.jwpepper.com/Down-in-the-River-to-Pray/10068447.item# 

Call to Worship 
[continue the river sounds or utilize rainsticks 
to accent the people’s response each time] 

Voice 1:  In the beginning water cradled us in the womb 
Holding us in suspension until we burst forth in the waters of birth 

People:  God’s love flows through the water 

Voice 2:  In the desert a small drop of water causes life to bloom 
A tiny drop of water can quench our burning thirst for justice 

People:  God’s love flows through the water 

Voice 3:  In the roots of our being water provides sustenance 
Without water our lives would shrivel and wither 

People:  God’s love flows through the water 

Voice 4:  In the times when we feel sullied and broken 
We long to be reawakened by soaking in forgiving, transforming love 

People:  God’s love flows through the water 

Voice 1:  All water is holy.   
Voice 2:  A sign that we have passed through troubles, 
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Voice 3:  that we have been refreshed by a gift of life 
Voice 4:  sustained by a love poured over us. 

People:  God’s love flows through the water 

Voice 1:  In the aftermath of water ... 

All Voices randomly as a cacophany:  flowing, pouring, falling, dropping, 
gushing, spilling, surging, tumbling, showering... 

Voice 1:  ... is the rainbow sign of God’s continuing love at work within us 
and through us. 

People:  God’s love flows through the water 

Sung Response 
“Water, River, Spirit, Grace” 

Chalice Hymnal 336, The Faith We Sing / Sing the Faith 2253 

Invocation and Blessing of the Water 
[water is poured into the three basins during the reading] 

Gracious God, we thank you that in every age 
you have made water a sign of your presence. 

In the beginning your Spirit brooded over the waters 
and they became the source of all creation. 

You led your people Israel through the waters of the Red Sea 
to their new land of freedom and hope. 

In the waters of the Jordan, your Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with your Spirit for his ministry. 

May this same Spirit bless the water we use today, 
that it may be a fountain of a new creation. 

This is the water through which we experience  
the healing and wholeness, 
promising us that a time will come when all is good. 

Come, Spirit, come and be a new reality. 
Renew us as we acknowledge that 
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 you are the victory, 
 you are the grace, 
And you are the reason this gathering is a holy place. 

Come, Spirit,  
 renew the hearts of all gathered for praise and prayer,  
renew in us the desire for justice and peace,  
  liberation and life now and every day.  

reprise of “Water, River, Spirit, Grace” 

Offering 
[this is earlier than I would usually put an offering but in the case of this 
extended preaching/ritual event, I would do the offering before the ritual] 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

The Cleansing Basin 
Psalm 25:16-21 

Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
 for I a lonely and afflicted. 
Relieve the troubles of my heart, 
 and bring me out my distress. 
Consider my affliction and my trouble, 
 and forgive all my sins. 

Consider how many are my foes, 
 and with what violent hatred 
 they hate me. 
O guard my life, and deliver me; 
 do not let me be put to shame, 
 for I take refuge in you. 
May integrity and uprightness 
 preserve me, 
 for I wait for you. 

Brief Meditation/Homily #1 
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[the fears, the pitfalls, the struggle of the journey] 

Sung Response 
 “Be Still and Know” 

New Century Hymnal 743, Voice Together 37, Worship & Rejoice 450 

[At the end of the meditation, the people are given some moments of 
silence to write something on their paper (get dissolving paper at: 

www.tophatmagic.com) that they desire to let go.  Then a solo voice sings 
the first verse and chorus out of the silence.  The people are directed to join 

on the second verse. 

The Baptismal Basin 
Ephesians 4:1-8, 11-13 

[If you are using this on Baptism of the Lord Sunday, replace this scripture 
with that story] 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the 
calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5 one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and 
through all and in all. But each of us was given grace according to the 
measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it is said,“When he ascended on high he 
made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people…” 

The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the 
measure of the full stature of Christ. 

Brief Meditation/Homily #2 
[the call, the grace, the gifts, being part of the Body of Christ] 

Sung Response 
“Sprit of the Living God, Fall Afresh on Me” 

Chalice Hymnal 259, Glory to God 288, New Century Hymnal 283, 
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United Methodist Hymnal 393, Voices Together 740, Worship & Rejoice 492 

The Servant’s Basin 
John 13: 1-17 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had 
come to depart from this world and go to the Holy Living God.  Having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil 
had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray 
him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that God had given all things into 
his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up 
from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to 
Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus 
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter 
said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” Jesus 
said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the 
feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.” For he 
knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are 
clean.” 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the 
table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me 
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their 
master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you 
know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 

Brief Meditation/Homily #3 
[serving, hospitality, following Jesus] 

“The Servant Song” 
Chalice Hymnal 490, Glory to God 727, The Faith We Sing / Sing the Faith 2222, 

	 © www.worshipdesignstudio.com

http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com
https://hymnary.org/text/will_you_let_me_be_your_servant


New Century Hymnal 539, Voices Together 778, Worship & Rejoice 391 
[include intercessory prayer in between the verses] 

The Journey of Discipleship 
Participants are invited to move to the three basins. They go to the back of 

the aisle to start and progress down the center aisle, moving from one 
basin to the next: 

Cleansing Basin: 
[This basin is a plain bowl with a stick for stirring] 

Instructions for the bulletin:  You are invited to place your piece of 
dissolving paper upon which you have written something you want to let go 

of in the bowl of water and stir it as it disappears 

Baptismal Basin: 
[If you can move your baptismal font to the center of the sanctuary, use it. If 

not, use a beautiful clear bowl and place some blue glass beads in the 
bottom] 

Instructions for the bulletin: You are invited to touch the water, retrieve a 
blue glass bead to remember your baptism - the gift of grace and the call to 

discipleship 

Servant’s Basin: 
[A table has two basins here to facilitate the flow. Have two people behind 

the table to gently wash people’s hands and give them a towel to dry. If you 
use recyclable paper towels, have two trash receptacles on either end of 

the table] 

Instructions for the bulletin: You are invited to have your hands washed and 
remember that Jesus said “go and do likewise.” 
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Songs for the Journey 
“As the Deer” 

Glory to God 626, The Faith We Sing / Sing the Faith 2025, Worship & Rejoice 471 

“Wade in the Water” 
Chalice 371, Voice Together 454, Zion Still Sings 189 

“You Who Are Thirsty” 
The Faith We Sing 2132 

Benediction 

The Refreshing Conclusion 
Rev. 21:3-6 

I heard a voice thunder from the Throne:  “Look!  Look!  God has moved 
into the neighborhood, making a home with men and women!  They’re 
God’s people, and God is their Holy One and Only!  God will wipe every 
tear from their eyes.  Death is gone for good–tears gone, crying gone, pain 
gone–all the first order of things gone.”  The Enthroned continued, “Look!  
I’m making everything new.  Write it all down–each word dependable and 
accurate.” 

Then God said, “It’s happened.  I’m A to Z.  I’m the Beginning, I’m the 
Conclusion.  From the Water-of-Life Well I give freely to the thirsty.” 
 (translation:  Eugene Peterson, adapted) 

Closing Song 
“I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me” 

Chalice 614, Glory to God 700, The Faith We Sing 2153, Worship & Rejoice 574 
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Discussion Questions  
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• What symbols could be deeper?

• How could we more fully connect our baptism to our call to ministry - lay and clergy alike?

• How is the way we are doing our 

rituals of baptism embodying our 

theology of baptism?
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Thanks for being part of  

the Worship Design Studio! 
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