
Guide to Outline a Compare and 

Contrast Essay 

 

Introduction 

  

The introduction is the most important part of an outline. It gives your reader a background on the topic you 

are to write about and sets up what you will be discussing. This section must tell enough of the story so that 

it holds someone's attention until you reach the “meat” of your essay, or your thesis statement. This section 

will also include an explanation of what a compare and contrast essay is, so the reader is aware of what 

exactly you are trying to accomplish in your writing. 

 

 

 

 



Body Paragraph 1 

  

In this paragraph, An essay writer should explain your topic using three main points or topics that need to 

be discussed. Your first point will be placed under the first subheading, “First Topic”; your second point will 

be placed under a second subheading, “Second Topic”; and so on for each point that you have in mind. 

Remember not to use the words I , me , or we ; instead use the word it . The reason for doing this is that it 

keeps focus off of you as an author since there is not a human element. 

 

Body Paragraph 2 

  

Identify the second topic that you will be discussing within this body paragraph, then make a subheading 

labeled “Second Topic''. The content of this body paragraph should be focused on the points and topics you 

are making about the first topic , which is mentioned in your introduction . For example, if your compare 

and contrast essay focuses on two famous artists, Salvador Dali and Michelangelo Buonarroti then focus on 

how both of these men have influenced art history in their lives. You could start by talking about Salvador 

Dali's surrealist paintings or his one of a kind mustache and go from there and also see some tips from 

an essay writer free online. Be as creative as you want to be. Remember don't forget to use the words it and 

its when referencing the first topic within this body paragraph. 

  

When you find yourself making a comparison between Dali's style of art versus Michelangelo's, then use 

phrases such as “one” or “the other” to identify which artist you are discussing. The reason for this is that if 

you were comparing two artists from different continents, say, Arabian artists like Ali Baba whose works 

influenced modern sites in Dubai versus Leonardo da Vinci who was born in Italy , then you would have to 

be very specific about your writing. Using the word “one” makes things easier on writers by avoiding 

confusion within their own writings but they risk coming off as rude without being aware of it. 

  

In your conclusion , you will be able to go more in-depth about what you have just discussed for the entire 

body paragraph or two. Again, avoid using phrases such as “I feel” or “My opinion is” because it makes the 

writing much easier and helps move toward a final product that readers can appreciate. 

 

Conclusion 

  

This is where you give your overall view on the topic at hand . In this part of your outline, you should 

mention why your chosen topic is important to people outside of just understanding history. Focus on how it 

has affected art historians and their involvement with museums specifically by mentioning its influence on 

both sides. This paragraph will also include any other things that affect one side versus the other, such as 

the various differences in how both of these men lived their lives and what they contributed to society. For 

more information visit an essay writer online. 

  

https://essaywriternow.com/
https://essaywriternow.com/
https://essaywriternow.com/


 


	Guide to Outline a Compare and Contrast Essay
	Introduction
	Body Paragraph 1
	Body Paragraph 2
	Conclusion


